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U,H. team visits bridge 

^ e ^ ra ). — A three-member United Nations 
J 5 ”* 41 practi* 8 Meeting human 
J^PP* 6 “ *he occupied Arab lemtories 

S££f AbSS^ <5? 8 B u Rdge whcre **“* "** *»«« »>y 

SS? Ja ? frch 00 *** h™ 1 * 6 '* formalities. CoL 

iE2£L the tletegaliDa members on the reasons behind 
S?P™8« 00 She River Jordan open with the 
HS^. 00, J** °f the committee . Stanley Kahnge (of 
Si^aSS Ismd WM not cooperating with the committee wS^was 

notalknnng its members to enter into the occupied Arab territories to 
22S 8 ® hinch P™«s there. Mr. Kalpagc said his visit 10 the 
DJWge ws meant to interview Palestinians coming to the West Bank 
Md collect information about Israeli practices there. He said 
Pme&maitt had stressed that conditions under occupation are 
extremely bad and that unemployment rates among them is high. 
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to envoy arrives 


t& set up q ig.r'n 
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«r family’ 

“■ He will be 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Maurita- 
nia nian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation 


Si a $1000^ fc Aitairs and Cooperation 
rmColm^^t Mohammad Salam Ould 
jq Akhal arrived here Tuesday to 


“parc’s 
■e is of 
tber 


1 of 


Bt convey the condolences of 
Qe t Mauritania to His Majesty 
tj» King Hussein, members of the 
, « *ur as ®Qsnft Hashemite family and the 
4 af r >e awart f5 i» Jordanian people over the 
“His ^ death of Queen Zein Al Shar- 
if™ 6 and ^ af , the Queen Mother. He was 
. oeyond w received upon arrival by Minis- 
is oart of a ter of State Fawwaz Abu A1 
1 archjw .Ghanam. 

^Saudis donate 
S? 0 ** o f $20m in aid 

to Palestinians 

DUBAI W - Sa«li Arabia 
Mk>^ rS.' donated *20 tnil- 

aparSent taS t° n „ f0 , r d ? v . elo P I ?' em Projects 

JaDanesl for Palestinians in the Israeli 

Shfl* 8 ^>22 ,( occc P ied territories, the offi- 
^ -r°^i cialSaudiPressAgencysaid.lt 

? “P* said Finance and Economy 

r Minister Mohammad Abal- 

•~ c “5 wtzam P^i Khalil and an official from the 
3PSt _ J W ^ ie I * * U.N. Relief and Works Agen- 
k • V«S S c fiw “ B cy (UNRWA) signed an agree- 
35 vZ? ■ a ** ment to coordinate “the injple- 
a Pans dornfo mentation of the projects. It 
noddled it on ^ said the $20 million was part of 
Babel and coygkJi Saudi pledges to give Palesti- * 
;• o>esh open tig nians in die West Bank and 
£ supports dniiji Gaza Strip $100 million to help 
ace men he hasfci' them set up an authority as 
5 housing devefaf part of an international effort 
d music-related p to finance the accord signed 
5 City of Musk is a last September. The agency 
xalled “grand » said that under die agreement, 
f French Presto UNRWA would carry out 
several development, health 
cafe and social facilities pro- 
jects in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 


Mitterrand aimed t 
an architectural r 
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stands by 
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n Nixon 


Hamas ( not bound' by 
Israel-PLO accords 


ok), (ap) — Fan Damascus (aff) — The 

sklent Gerald Fed Islamic Resistance Movement^ 
; criU convinced it Hamas, said Tuesday it was 
e country by parte not bound by agreements be- 
ad Nixon, his Wi tween Israel ana the Palestine 
predecessor. “I * Liberation Organisation 
al made the dm* (PLO). In a statement to AFP 
iber of 1974, audit here, Hamas denounced the 
winced today ttai self-nile deal for Palestinians 
riafat decision fa* m the occupied Gaza Strip and 
" Mr Is Jencbo, which is due to be 
*£teS& tart drtd Wednesday in Cart. 

Vffl (Chlo.j to The * 001 

a-. Mr. Ford _WJ 
Beaver 


contrary to 
the wishes of the Palestinian 
Crect # P^pl®’” *he statement said. 

The statement also rejected an 
. accord on the future economic 

mly U-S- ^ relations between the two sides 
je quit alter signed in Paris on AprH 29. 
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com 
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W |«t saying it was die start of “Zion- 
, P. - fet hegemony in the region.'* 


aarassnwottftejj Heavy mortar fire 
rocks Kigali 


i *f ve *tt t S l( 5 KIGALI (AFP) — Heavy 
0641 mortar fire rocked the Rwan- 

® cn ^nn capital Kigali on Tuesday 

?* re ^ >el leaders and govern- 
eceoeatec P“, rnent ministers gathered in 
iter. “It w0U \L rf Tanzania where the United 


hbi* — _ oC js lonzams wucic uic uuucu 

ong, torruoiep"^ Nations is trying to bring them 
indictment, m® lo the negotiating table. The 
a cmvte&n ^ headquarters of the rebel 
an appeal,’ Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF) 
Tiat would h3 v ^ hi east Kigali came under 
se, :oflr J^ heavy fire from government 

old only * iave 5i forces, said Abdul Kabia, ex- 
he unrest aw ^ ecutive director of the U.N. 
• trouble hers ® , assistance mission in Rwanda. 
States- And thfij The rebels returned fire from 
et die whole different parts of the capital, 
Uikin tbeOvslOJJ targeting a militaiy camp in the 
«rav for m e W ^ south-east and other govern- 
of 0fi ment positions in the south, 
L5jlmco f ?40n®? said Mr. Kabia. An intema- 


roblems 

ns, was 


to 


hens 
iits live 3 


tional official in Kigali said the 
rebels, surrounding Kigali, 
“could take the dty any time 
they want” (see related story on 
page 8). 


Gaza water 
ns** supplies in 

i'e opardy — ,srae| 

erpes, aJ tel A VIV (AFP) — The 

(be sur«' p s^J Palestinians are not ready to 
bccOTu^b. take charge of water services in 

of Ausfl® 1 -^: the Gaza Strip where the result 
gditing orient ^ could be shortages, the head of 
dy of Israel’s water board has 

vitals in .^flT.44? warned. With the agreement to 
revealed launch autonomy due to be 

j increase signed on Wednesday, Israel’s 

People wi® water commissioner Gideon 

/S^ncy^^.Tsur said: "Despite the 
when * announcement of the establish- 

of P 8 *^ ment of a Palestinian water 
Sfibos- d* 1 authority two weeks ago in 

a c yd°'’r Tunis ... there is no sign of 
S aioufl^ ^ such a body. Over-pumping in 
adv3® ta ^0 J -§aza amounts to 30 million 
" P®'y Cubic metres a year. There is 
thc^ sewage pollution from al! sorts 
'C*°frrV of sources and a lack of licens- 

i &ing to control drilling. I can 

a?* 1 5 definitely see a situation in 

x?«id£ v - V ^ch the water system col- 
saw lapses unless a central water 

g° vC VfiC 0 nl authority is quickly estab- 
moo 1 Zvit a 5 a tf lished." 
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Optimism prevails despite 
late snags in self-rule deal 
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CAIRO (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met for crisis talks in 
Cairo on Tuesday night as the 
dock ticked towards the time 
set for signing a historic accord 
on self-rule for Gaza and 
Jericho. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
joined in the llth-hour discus- 
sions at the presidential palace, 
an Egyptian official said. 

Earlier, Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters Israel had reneged on 
parts of a draft aocord and that 
Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Bjoem Tore Godal had to per- 
suade him to attend Wednes- 
day's ceremony. 

“They (the Israelis) are hesi- 
tating and making man- 
oeuvres. Z am ready to danoe 
but I need a partner.*' he said 
on his plane. 

“Last night they had retre- 
ated and again they pnt some 
more conditions winch had not 
been mentioned before. Chi 


some points which had been 
settled they retreated,” he 
added. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, asked if there was a 
crisis, said: “Maybe a little bit. 
That is normal. We need a 
crisis before the signature. We 
invite it." 

“The delegations are still 
working and I am sure we will 
reach an agreement in the last 
night of many nights,” he 
added. “Even if they (the dis- 
putes) are not solved, time has 
its limits and tomorrow we 
shall sign.” 

Among 10 key problems to 
be resolved was an Israeli de- 
mand for the right to send 
troops to Gaza and Jericho if 
its security was threatened. 

But a member of the PLO 
Executive Committee, who 
asked not to be named, said 
that the Palestinians refused to 
grant Israel “the right to inter- 
vene militarily in the auton- 
omous territories.” 

Mr. Rabin said Monday the 
Israeli army would not hesitate 


to enter the Jericho auton- 
omous region if necessary. 

He said if the self-rule 
accord did not give Israel the 
right to intervene, it would do 
so even without a green light 
from the Palestinians. 

The issue of Palestinian pris- 
oners would also be under dis- 
cussion. 

Israel was demanding that 
prisoners pledge to approve 
the self-rule accord and re- 
nounce violence as a condition 
for their release. 

Mr. Arafat assured senior 
PLO officials at the weekend 
be would oppose the Israeli 
conditions “to the last.” 

The two leaders were also 
divided over Mr. Arafat offi- 
cial title, Israel refusing to let 
the PLO chief describe himself 
as “president” once self-rule 
was launched. 

The PLO official said Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat would 
have to settle the question of 
Palestinian rights over territo- 
rial waters and the southern 
coast of the Gaza Strip — the 


Mawassi region adjacent to the 
Gush Katif settlement block. 

The use of major roads in 
the Gaza Scrip and the Rafah 
crossing-point also remained to 
be resolved. 

Initially Mr. Arafat and 
Rabin were only expected to 
dear up two key issues: The 
size of the autonomous Jericho 
and Palestinian demands for 
the presence of a policeman on 
the King Hussein Bridge link- 
ing Jordan with the West 
Bank. 

Another Palestinian official 
said there were stiD differences 
over the scope of Palestinian 
law in Gaza and Jericho, 
although PLO chief negotiator 
Nabil Shaath announced Sun- 
day that both sides had agreed 
on the issue. J 

The agreement, under nego- 
tiation for the last six months, 
will dear the way for the first 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Palestinian areas it seized in 
the 1967 Middle East war. 



^ * 



Dozens of Palestinians gathered in the centre of 
Jericho dean their dty on the eve of the signing 
in Cairo of the accord on the Implementation of 


Palestinian autonomy in Jericho and in the Gaza 
Strip (AFP photo) 


Syria says its offer 
could lead to peace 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria 
said Tuesday that the propos- 
als it has given to U.S. Secret- 
ary . of State . Warren . Christ- 
opher to take to Israel could 
lead to lasting peace m the 
Middle East. 

“Israel’s actual and positive 
response to these ideas and to 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions relating to the Middle 
East peace process could help 
in achieving peace,” Radio 
Damascus said. 

It said that the Syrian prop- 
osal “emerges from a real de- 
sire” to establish a just and 
comprehensive peace that 
would guarantee the rights of 
all parties. 

"After Christopher’s talks 
with President (Hafez) Al 
Assad in Damascus, the ball 
has moved to the Israeli 


court,” it said, noting that Mr. 
Christopher has described his 
talks in Syria as “serious and 
substantive.” 

Mr. Christopher brought 
Mr. Assad's proposals to Israel 
on Sunday. 

But he said in Cairo Tuesday 
that “very considerable gaps 
remain” before a settlement 
can be reached between the 
longtime foes. 

Details of the Syrian offer 
have not been disclosed. 

Syrian radio said the ques- 
tion of the Golan Heights was 
not only a matter of occupied 
Syrian territory. 

"There are also tens of 
thousands of Syrian refugees 
who were forced out of their 
land and who look forward to 
returning,” the radio said. It 
(C onttan e d on page 10) 


Jordan, in last-minute change, 
decides to attend Cairo signing 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on Tues- 
day dispatched its State Muns- 
ter for For eign Af^ff ^ TC alal Al 
Hassaii to Cairo to attend - 
Wednesday's signing of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO)-Israel self-rule 
agreement after visible hesita- 
tion and an earlier decision to 
boycott the ceremony. 

Informed sources said Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
on Tuesday gained support for 
his argument to send a top- 
level Jordanian representative 
to the signing ceremony de- 
spite Jordanian dismay at the 
lack of PLO coordination with 
Jordan and the continuing nav- 
al blockade on Aqaba. 

The decision, which seemed 
to have been a compromise 
between sending a more 


senior-level delegation or dis- 
patching no representative at 
all, was taken by the Cabinet at 
its regular meeting yesterday. 

“President Husni Mubarak 
had personally invited His 
Majesty to attend the cere- 
mony and this invitation was 
declined," said a well- 
informed source. Another 
source said that the King Had 
excused himself by pointing to 
the 40 days of mourning at the 
Royal Court over the passing 
of Her Majesty Queen Zein Al 
Sharaf. 

Egypt later extended 
another invitation to the prime 
minister and the minister of 
state for foreign affairs to 
attend the ceremonies, but thk 
suggestion was also turned 
down, with Jordan opting 
finally for sending the minister 

(Continued tm page 10) 


Mandela, de Klerk discuss sharing power 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — Nelson Mandela and 
President Frederik de Klerk 
held power-broking talks Tues- 
day as the country prepared for 
Mr. Mandela's gUtzy inaugura- 
tion despite more vote-count 
snags. 

President-elect Mandela 
spent nearly eight hours in 
discussions with the outgoing 
De Klerk in Pretoria, where 
Mr. Mandela will be sworn in 
Tuesday as president. 

His election as president by 
the new all-race parliament 
was postponed from Friday to 
Monday, the transitional au- 
thority announced, apparently 
because of the slowness of the 
vote count. 

Official spokesmen would 
not speculate on the carve-up 
of cabinet portfolios the two 


men were said to be negotiat- 
ing. 

Under a new interim con- 
stitution, any party that gets 
five per cent in the election win 
be entitled to a cabinet post. 

That will probably rule out 
any party other than the ANC, 
Mr. De Klerk's National Party 
(NP) and the Zulu nati onali st 
Inkatha Freedom Party (ffP). 

But Mr. Mandela hinted 
Monday at the ANC victory 
party that be was looking at 
co-opting leaders who failed to 
make the cut. 

He named far right leader 
General Constand Viljoen, 
who is campaigning for a white 
homeland, and white liberal 
leader Zach de Beer of the 
Democratic Party, whose pre- 
decessor was for years the only 
voice of opposition to apar- 


theid in the white parliament. 

He called them “worthy 
South Africans who are going 
to make a contribution to the 
government of national unity 

Gen. Viljoen gave a cool 
reception to co-option Tues- 
day, telling the Johannesburg 
commercial station radio 702: 
“I don’t think so, not at this 
stage. I would have to discuss 
this with the new president- 
elect. 

“But as far as I'm con- 
cerned,” he said, “my real job 
is to be with my people and to 
find a place for the Afrikaner 
people” — an oblique refer- 
ence to the white homeland, 
called a “Volkstaat,” the white 
right is seeking. 

As of Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. 
(1500 GMT), 12.07 million 
votes of about 22.7 million 


votes cast had been counted. 

The African National Con- 
gress (ANC) has won 62.5 per 
cent of the ballots counted so 
far, and on Monday night Mr. 
Mandela, president of the 
ANC, prod aimed victory in 
the election. 

Persistent irregularities in 
the counting triggered more 
complaints Tnesday from IFF 
leader Mangosuthu Butbelezi. 

With 25 per cent of an esti- 
mated 4.6 million votes 
counted in his Kwazulu-Natal 
power base, Mr. Butbelezi’s 
party was well ahead of 
archrival ANC by around 53 
per cent to 32 per cent. 

A recount was ordered in 
the vast Umlazi township out- 
side the east coast city of Dur- 
. ban after the tally showed 75 
per cent support for the ANC. 


No interceptions, but no Aqaba 
arrangement yet — Majali 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdnl Salam Majali said Tues- 
day no Jordan-bound ship was 
intercepted by the enforcers of 
the sanctions against Iraq after 
the April 25 meeting between 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in London. 

During that meeting, Mr. 
Christopher announced that 
subject to “some fine-tuning” 
Washington was accepting Jor- 
dan’s proposal to replace the 
sea-based inspections by 
American-led warships with an 
on-shore sanctions verifica- 
tions regime. 

Dr. Majali, in a meeting 
with Egyptian reporters ahead 
of Thursday’s meeting here of 
die Joint Jordanian-Egyptian 


Higher Committee (se 
10), said that despite the 
acceptance announced by Mr. 
Chrikopber no further steps 
had beat taken to place the 
sanctions -verifications regime - 
at Aqaba. 

The fact that no ship was 
intercepted after the London 
meeting does not automatically 
mean teat the inspectors have 
called off the maritime in- 
terceptions, Dr. Majali said. 

At the same time. Dr. Ma- 
jali reaffirmed Jordan’s posi- 
tion that it would hot allow any 
“inspection" of cargo at 
Aqaba. Lloyds Register, the 
international neutral agency 
nominated to take over the 
sanctiom-verification regime, 
was free to “observe" incom- 
ing and outgoing cargo at 
Aqaba when Jordanian cus- 
toms inspectors open them as 


required by the Kingdom'* 
laws and regulations, he 

The agency, be said, o. 
report to the U.N. Sane 
Committee on its observa 
Beyond that. Dr. M 
added, Jordan would ‘ 3 
accept any arrangement t . 
would infringe upon i . 
sovereignty. 

In his comments to the 
Egyptian journalists, Dr. Ma- 
jali welcomed the resumption 
of meetings of the joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian committee 
and expressed hope that tbs- 
meeting would lay the corner- 
stone for restoring Arab coop- 
eration and coordination. 

He said that the committee 
will also discuss means to bols- 
ter political relations. 


(Continued on page 10) 


Deputies rush through sales tax 
law after reversing concession 


B|y Aynutn Al. Saftedi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Tuesday sailed through the 
draft sales tax law, approving 
18 articles of the legislation 
mostly as recommended by 
the House’s Financial Com- 
mittee and without any major 
confrontations with the gov- 
ernment as was the case while 
debating earlier articles. 

The ease with which the 
artides were approved was 
due to their nature that dealt 
with procedural issues cm 
means of e nfo rcing and col- 
lecting tihe proposed tax. 

Deputies expect the House 
to finish its debate of the 
controversial legislation in 
less than four sessions, but 
the debate is expected to pick 
up heat when the House 
addresses the list of items 
exempted from the tax. 

The government is ex- 
pected to fight hard to have 
the lists adjusted to its de- 


mands after die House voted 
to have them as part of the 
law, rejecting the govern- 
ment’s demands to have them 
Ksued through regulations by 
the Cabinet 

The government heaved a 
sigh of relief when the house 
addressed the issue first and 
approved article six as pre- 
sented by h, voting down die 
Financial Committee’s re- 
commendation to have the 
lists annexed to the law. 

The relief was short-lived, 
however, when the House 
refocused its attention on the 
article Monday due to the 
contradiction it had with arti- 
cle five of the law which 
considered the lists part of 
the legislation. 

A great deal of lobbying by 
Financial Committee Chair- 
man Ali Abul Ragbeb and 
Rapporteur Sa’d Hayel Srour 
turned the tables against the 
government and the House 
voted in favour of the com- 
mittee’s recommendation to 
include the exempted items 


in the law to the apparent 
dissatisfaction of the govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb was 
angered by the government's 
stand on the lists and its 
lobbying to have deputies 
vote in favour of having them 
issued through regulations 
when the House took the first 
vote in them two weeks ago 
in the absence of deputies 
supporting the financial com- 
mittee’s position. 

But Mr. Abul Ragbeb, 
who said he would vote 
against the law if the lists 
were not part of it, made sure 
all his supporters are present 
during the second vote and 
depended on them to have 
die article amended to the 
committee's liking. 

Hie amendment dealt the 
second major defeat in the 
debate of the law to the 
government, which also 
failed to convince deputies 
not to cut down the proposed 

(Continued on page 10) 


Maze of annexes and stipulations give Israel final say in self-rule 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE PALESTINIAN — 
Israeli agreement on auton- 
omy that will be signed in 
Cairo today transfers respon- 
sibilities to the Palestinians 
but leaves the Israeli govern- 
ment a major, if not a final 
say, in determining crucial 
legislative and security issues. 

The draft of the agreement 
and two annexes on with- 
withdrawal, security and civil 
administration made available to 
the Jordan Times yesterday 
indicate that Israel will retain 
the right to block Palestinian 
policies, decisions and moves 
in many areas. 

The provisions included in 
the annexes provide for the 
setting up of layeis of joint 
Israeli committees and sub- 


committees that will in effect 
determine, monitor and run 
security and civil affairs. 

The declaration of princi- 
ples (DoP) signed last 
September stipulates that 
Israel will be in charge of 
external security and a 
Palestinian police force will 
be responsible for public 
order. Under the agreed- 
upon annexes, the Palesti- 
nian police force will be prac- 
tically responsible for pro- 
tecting Israeli security by 
undertaking the task of pre- 
venting Palestinian “terrorist 
attacks." 

There are no clear provi- 
sions in the lengthy annexes 
that explain how the police 
force will be able to provide 
protection for Palestinians 
from the Israeli army or set- 
tlers, especially that the 
Israeli army reserves the right 


to use the main roads in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

Furthermore, Israel has 
asked that the temporary 
foreign force that will be sta- 
tioned in Gaza and Jericho 
should be overseen by a joint 
security committee — a sign 
that it still rejects the princi- 
ple of providing international 
protection for the Palesti- 
nians.. 

Tie high-profile role that 
Israel will retain as well as the 
emphasis on the security of 
the settlements and Israel 
that takes up one third of the 
documents have prompted 
some top-level PLO officials 
to describe the agreement as 
“a security disaster." 

But Palestinian president 
Yasser Arafat and some of 
his aides have argued that the 
situation will change by the 
time the final-status negotia- 


tions take place — not later 
than two years after the im- 
plementation of the auton- 
omy accord. 

Most provisions of the 
security and civil administra- 
tion annexes are subject to 
review every six months or 
one year. Thus Mr. Arafat is 
said -to be hoping that as the 

ANALYSIS 

Palestinian authority consoli- 
dates its rule on die ground 
the Israeli role will diminish , 
paving the way for Palesti- 
nian sovereignty. 

But most PLO officials in 
the leadership fear that the 
strict Israeli conditions that 1 
the Palestinians have 
accepted could in practice 
undermine the credibility of 
the Palestinian authority and 


consequently give Israel a 
pretext to demand a greater 
role. 

Furthermore, the annexes 
divide the mechanism agreed 
upon in most areas and leave 
relevant decisions to joint 
Israeli- Palesti nian commit- 
tees to negotiate and approve 
Palestinian policies, moves 
and decisions. 

One of the main flaws cited 
by Palestinian officials in the 
accord itself is that Palesti- 
nian legislations should be 
approved by a sub-committee 
accountable to the joint dvil 
affairs coordination and 
cooperation committee, re- 
ferred to as CACC in Annex 

n. 

According to the accord 
and annexes n and IH, four 
committees are entrusted 
with determining policies and 


effectively supervising the 
role of the Palestinian au- 
thority during the interim 
period. 

In addition to the CACC, a 
Joint Security Committee 
(JCS) and a district coordina- 
tion office (DOC) will moni- 
tor and implement guidelines 
set by the Higher Joint 
Israeli-Palestinian Liaison 
Committee (JSC). 

Tie functions and respon- 
sibilities of the joint commit- 
tees and the affiliated sub- 
committees seem to leave 
very limited margin for die 
Palestinian authority to move 
without prior coordination 
with, if not approval of, 
Israel. 

According to the annexes, 
the JSC, which will have five 
to seven members, will “re- 
commend security policy 


guidelines of, and implement 
such guidelines set by 'the 
joint Israeli Palestinian 
Liaison Committee." 

It will also direct the DCO, 
which in turn, will ‘'monitor 
and manage the matters of 
coordination as determined 
by the JSC.’* 

The details in the 70-page 
annexes imply that the 
Palestinian authority and its 
substructures will be confined 
to a strictly functionary rote 
as determined by the various 

i 'oint committees on all 
ivels. 

Another major point of the 
agreement that is already 
fuelling opposition inside and 
outside the Israeli-occupied 
territories is that the agree- 
ment and annexes focus on 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Five executed for 
plot to kill Sedki 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Five 
men were hanged Tuesday for 
trying to kill Egypt’s prime 
minister. 

As is customary in Egypt, 
the five went to the gallows in 
Cairo appeals prison with only 
a representative of the military 
count that convicted them and 
police as witnesses, relatives, 
journalists and other outsiders 
are not allowed. 

The five, plus four who still 
have not been captured, were 
convicted March 17 of trying to 
assassinate Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki by detonating a 
bomb outside a suburban 
Cairo school last November. 

The premier, passing in a 
motorcade, escaped injury but 
a 12-year-old pupil at the 
school died and 21 people were 
wounded, several of them her 
classmates. The incident 
caused an uproar among the 
public, as government-owned 
newspapers published many 
pictures of the dead girl, 
Shaima Abdul Halim, and the 
wounded children. Shaima was 
given a martyr’s funeral. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
the only appeal from a military 
court, reaffirmed the verdicts 
and executions a month ago, 
on April 3. Five other men 
were sentenced to prison, and 
one was acquitted. 


Authorities said the five 
went to the gallows about 30 
minutes apart, long enough to 
let the official hangman, 
policeman Helmy Sultan, pre- 
pare for the next condemned 
man. 

The extremist group Jihad, 
which assassinated President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981 and 
attempted to kill two other 
cabinet ministers last year, 
claimed the Sedki assassination 
attempt. 

Jihad and A1 Gamaa A1 Isla- 
nd yah, the main extremist 
group, stepped up a campaign 
in 1992 to destabilise Mr. 
Mubarak's largely secular gov- 
ernment and replace it with a 
strictly Islamic one. More than 
360 people, mainly radicals 
and police, have died since 
then. 

Meanwhile, police in south 
Egypt said a suspected extrem- 
ist, labelled as “dangerous” 
was found dead with two sacks 
foil of 100 kilogrammes of 
TNT early Tuesday after a 
burst of gunfire was heard. 

Police said the body of 
Mohammad Salheen Abdul 
Aziz was found in Abnub, a 
small town in the troubled pro- 
vince of Assiut, 320 kilometres 
south of Cairo. A submachine- 
gun was found with the explo- 
sives. Police were investigating 
the circumstances of the death. 


Tenacity, persuasion 
helped Shaath cut deal 


CAIRO (AFP) — Chief Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) negotiator NanQ Shaath 
had to use all his considerable 
■ _ powers of persuasion and 
‘g -mrity to lead the Palestinian 
co g^egation skilfully through 
PLO w 1 ^ °* often P&mfoUy slow. 

avoid ^t after eight months of 

ogling with his Israeli coun- 

« .parts, his natural optimism 

i ias finally paid off with the 
signing of the historic deal 
laucfamg Palestinian self-rule. 
}” Dr. Shaath, with his warm 
| anile and lively sense of 
! : humour, is neither a profes- 
i skraal politician nor a PLO 
apparatchik. _V. 

Now 55, be owes his success 
•- more to his flexible but comba- 
tive nature, which helped him 
find ways to overcome obsta- 
cles and difficult times. 

One such time was when he 
led a team of negotiators to 
Washington for talks, com- 
pletely unaware of the secret 
deal being struck in Oslo be- 
tween the PLO and Israel. 

The secret Norway talks re- 
sulted in the declaration of 
principles signed in September 
and the new push towards an 
‘ overall autonomy agreement. 
His powers of persuasion 
also served him well in the 
past, when he defended the 
Palestinian cause in Europe 
and the United States amid 
crises such as the Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon in 1982. 

Dr. Shaath is a businessman. 


owning the Team computer 
software company, which is 
going to set up the software for 
administering Palestinian 
autonomy in the occtroied 
Gaza Strip and foe West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

He prides himself on never 
having been on the PLO 
payroll. 

Born in 1938 of a Palestinian 
father and Lebanese mother in 
Safad in Galilee, northern 
Israel, his family left for Egypt 
when Israel was created m 
1948. 

He studied in Alexandria 
before leaving in 1959 for foe 
. United States, . where he be- 
.came president of the. Arab 
Students’ Organisation. 

In 1965 be returned to Egypt 
and was granted Egyptian 
nationality, taking op an active 
role in the country’s political 
life. 

The 1967 Middle East war 
p rom p ted trim to renew his 
links with the Palestinian 
movement, and in 1969 be left 
Cairo for Beirut. 

While teaching at Beirut’s 
American University he be- 
came a leading spokesman for 
the PLO’s mam Fateh faction, 
dealing with the foreign press. 

But the start of the chu war 
in Lebanon led to differences 
with the PLO leadership and 
he returned to Egypt in 1976. 

A widower with three chil- 
dren, he constantly describes 
himself as “an optimist by na- 
ture.” 


D.I.G. 

(The Italian Ladies of Jordan) 

Express their deepest sadness 
and pain for the death of 

Her Majesty Queen 
Zein A1 Sharaf 

and wish to extend to his Majesty 
King Hussein and the Hashemite 
family their sincere condolences. 




VICTIMS: Two 
receive medical ti 


■ with then* mother 
b a hospital after they 


were womded by drrapoel from a rocket that 
hwiiint in central Kabul on Monday (AFP photo) 


Hebron observer force due May 8 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — es ahead of foe expected sign- “According to the at 

Senior Palestinian and Israeli mg Wednesday of foe Israel- ment they could be arme 
officials have signed an agree- PLO agreement to implement they so wished for their 


COPENHAGEN (AP) — 
Senior Palestinian and Israeli 
officials have signed an agree- 
ment to send a 160-man strong 
observer force to Hebron by 
'Mai? 8. 

The group was named 
“Temporary International Pre- 
sence in Hebron” and their 
presence in the occupied West 
Bank city Is limited to three 
months. 

The force will be made up of 
Norwegian, Danish and Italian 
sokfiers who will be unarmed, 
wear white uniforms and have 
armbands marked “obser- 
vers,” according to the agree- 
ment. 

“Their task win be to prom- 
ote stability,” said Zuhdi A1 
Tern, a senior foreign policy 
advisor to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) chief Yas- 
ser Arafat. Dr. Terzi signed 
the agreement with Johanan 
Bein, a senior Israeli Foreign 
Ministry official, and govern- 
ment representatives from Nor- 
way, Italy and Denmark. 

The Hebron document com- 


Palestiman self-rule in Gaza 
and foe West Bank city of 
; Jericho: ; • 

; Following the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre of more than 30 Palesti- 
nians in a Hebron mosque, the 
PLO and Israel asked the three 
European countries to send 
observers to Hebron. 

An advance group of 11 
observers is currently in Heb- 
ron preparing the arrival of foe 
rest of the force. 

Mr. Bein warned against 
underestimating risks of the 
mission. 

“Every peace mission has 
some danger to it, because in 
all operations there might be a 
madman, someone who wants 
to hurt the peace,” he said. 

The force will be made up of 
35 Danes, 35 Italians ana 90 
Norwegians. Sixty soldiers will 
be field observers and the rest 
office staff or support person- 
nel. The observers will be com- 
manded by a Norwegian. 


Turkey seeks to resume Iraq trade 


ANKARA (AP) — After foe 
loss of billions of dollars, Tur- 
key may soon resume cross- 
border trade with Iraq that was 
halted during the Gulf war, an 
official said Monday. 

But any commerce would 
violate the U.N.-imposed 
embargo on Iraq and pit Tur- 
key at odds with Western 
alhes. 

“Our intention is to relay a 
message to the United States 
and to the West that the dam- 
age from the loss of trade with 
Iraq came to an unbearable 
stage for Turkey,” said Murat 
Karayaldn, foe deputy prime 
minister. 

Mr. Karayaldn told truckers 


at the Habur border station 
that the gate “will reopen in 
very near future.” 

He said Turkey did not want 
to violate the U.N. sanctions 
on Iraq, but he did not elabo- 
rate how it would be possible if 
Turkey allowed truck traffic 
resume. 

“I am to see what can be 
done in view of Turkey’s inter- 
national commitments and the 
U.N. decisions,” Mr. Karayal- 
dn said. 

Mr. Karayaldn's trip to 
Habur was part of Turkey's 
campaign to seek ways to gain 
compensation for its finandal 
losses as a result of the Gulf 
war. At present, Turkey is 


gripped by a skyrocketing in- 
flation and other severe econo- 
mic problems. 

Turkey estimates its finan- 
dal damage at $20 billion 
because of the U.N. embargo 
on Iraq, imposed after Bagh- 
dad's invasion of Kuwait 
almost four years ago. 

The government opened 
talks with an International 
Monetary Fund delegation on 
Monday to sign a standby 
agreement to help its finandal 
troubles. 

The embargo hurt Turkey 
economically By closing an oil 
pipeline and ending the lucra- 
tive cross-border trade with 
Iraq. 


PLO plans NEWS IN BRIEF 

airstrips i 

in Gaza, 

Jencho M 


“According to the agree- 
ment they could be armed if 
they so wished for their self- 
‘ defence,” said Mr. Bein. 
“Your countries have decided 
that it’s; safer nor be. armed.” 

“We’re not going to attack 
them, only a madman will. 
And then a pistol doesn't 
help,” said Dr. Tend. 

The agreement said the 
observers are barred from en- 
tering any military installations 
or private homes without per- 
mission. Their stay could be 
extended beyond three months 
if all parties agree, it said. 

Freaerik Lehne, a Norwe- 
gian Foreign Ministry offidal, 
said his country had budgeted 
20 million Norwegian kroner 
($3 million). Italian and Dan- 
ish offidals declined to reveal 
any amounts, but the three 
countries have agreed to pay 
for foe force. 

Asked about the costs. Dr. 
Terzi said, “there is no price 
for peace. Whatever you pay, 
it's always justified. Peace is 
priceless.” 


By Suleiman AI Khalkti 

Reuter 

AMMAN — A senior Palesti- 
nian aviation offidal said on 
Monday that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
would start building two air- 
strips in the Gaza Strip and 
Jencho after an imminent 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
two self-rule areas. 

“It has been agreed in the 
Cairo talks with the Israeli side 
to construct Palestinian air- 
ports in the Gaza Strip and foe 
Jericho area,” Fayez Zaidan, 
managing director of the 
Palestinian Civil Aviation Au- 
thority (PCAA) and foe gener- 
al manager of Palestinian Air- 
ways, said. 

He told Reuters in an inter- 
view the PCAA would im- 
mediately begin “constructing 
provisional airstrips on the 
start of the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops, and foe entry of 
the Palestinian police and 
security forces.” 

Mr. Zaidan, who heads the 
PLO’s aviation and space com- 
mittee in the ongoing Isradi- 
Palesturian talks in Cairo, said 
he expected the first passenger 
flights between the self-iule 
areas' provisional airstrips to 
begin next August. 

Negotiators in Cairo are put- 
ting foe final touches on an 
imminent agreement on 
Palestinian sett-role in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

“Palestinian airways will 
operate commerdal flights be- * 
tween Gaza and Jericho and as 
a first stage international 
flights between the two areas 
and Cairo,” Mr. Zaidan said. 

He added that talks would 
start later on flights to and 
from other regional capitals. 

But it would not be before 
early 1995 when construction 
of “the airport’s runways and 
equipping them with foe neces- 
sary navigational equipment 
for landing and takeoff will be 
completed.'’ 

Mr. Zaidan said take-off and 
landing flights from foe two 
airstrips would be restricted at 
first to two 50-seat passenger 
planes .operated and owned by 
Palestinian ' Airways.’ He de- 
clined to give details. * 

Safety reasons necessitated 
this “number for landing and 
takeoff from provisional air- 
strips.” 

Four 20-sea ter planes would 
be reserved for the PLO’s 
national authority members 
and self-role administration 
while four helicopters would 
be reserved for dvil defence 
tasks. 

Two helicopters would be 
assigned for PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s shuttles be- 
tween Gaza and Jericho, the 
offidal added. 


™ rhaii lamn had riven $30 million to help tix me Ahmad 

2 s Su^lnnp^which is foe only road link between the Asian 
Harndi tunnel, whicn « me o ^ Another $9 million 

^^^rr^oro^mXT servic^ at six hospitals in 
south Egypt. Total Japanese grant aid for the tunirelproject 
$63 million, while Japanese gmnbto a 

whole have reached over $700 million it »d. Mr. K*bni, 

Wh0 awnd WedngJtyS 

S^TTcafro of foe self-rule accord between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

‘IRA turned down Iran deal’ 

LONDON (AFP) — The provisional Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) turned down a request by Iran to execute three leading 
Iranian dissidents in exchange for arms and cash, foe London 
Independent reported Tuesday. Tehran reportedly proposal 
the deal last November, but the IRA turned it down, the 
Independent said. The paper did not name specific sources, 
preferring to speak only of “Iranian sources who have contact 
with the information ministry." Ministry officials allegedly 
offered the IRA electronic surveillance equipment, Semtex 
explosive, surface-to-air missiles, submachine-guns and 
ammunition along with counterfeit bills worth a reported $6 . 
million. The proposed deal came at a meeting in Tehran. In * 
return for the materials on offer. Iran allegedly asked the IRA 
to assassinate former Iranian President Abol Hassan Bani- 
Sadr, who lives in exile in France, Javad Dabiran of the 
opposition Mujahedeen-e-Khalq and exiled actress Farzaneb 
Taidi, who lives in London. London last week accused Tehran 
of having links with the IRA and summoned Iranian Charge 
d’ Affaires Gholamreza Ansari to the Foreign Office to 
demand that any contact with the group should cease. Tehran 
issued a strong protest against allegations of cooperation with 
the group and said foe accusations were entirely without 
foundation. 

Ankara police chief sacked over unrest 

ANKARA (AFP) — Ankara’s chief of police, Orhan Tasan- 
lar, was sacked Tuesday following an enquiry into violence 
which flared during a May 1 rally at which an oposition deputy 
was beaten by police. Interior Minister Nahit Mentese said he 
had dismissed Mr. Tasanlar “in foe interest of the enquiry” 
into foe violence. Several dozen people were hurt during the 
officially sanctioned rally in Ankara after police moved in to 
beat demonstrators, who they said had refused to disperse. A 
Social-Democratic member of parliament was injured when 
police beat him with their fists and truncheons in a scene 
widely broadcast on private television. 

U.N. team visits Iran for Afghan taiks 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A U.N. delegation led by former 
Tunisian Foreign Minister Mahmud Mestiri has arrived in 
Tehran to brief Iranian officials on the situation in Afghanis- 
tan and seek help in brokering a settlement between rival 
forces in foe war-tom country. Iranian state radio said 
Tuesday the U.N. delegation would brief Iranian offidals on 
talks it held over the past month in Afghanistan. Pakistan and 
Saudi. Arabia, and discuss foe latest developments in Afgha- 
nistan.' * 

f 

Kuwait embezzlement case referred to court 

KUWAIT (AP) — The criminal court, whose jurisdiction in 
an embezzlement case involving a former oil minister has been 
challenged, on Tuesday asked another tribunal to resolve foe 
controversy. The constitutional court will determine the 
legality of parliament’s decision to resrind a law under which 
foe former minister. Sheikh Ali Khalifa Al Sabah, would have 
been tried by a special panel reserved for government officials, 
said the criminal court’s presiding judge, Khaled Al 
Wugayyan. If the constitutional court upholds parliament’s 
decision, the case will be referred back to the criminal court. 
Otherwise, Sheikh Ali, a member of the emirate’s royal 
family, and four other defendants involved in the case would 
be tried by the special no-jury, five-judge panel. 


Shahak was Palestinians’ deadly foe 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — General 
Am non Shahak, who negoti- 
ated the agreement with foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to launch self-rule, 
made his name liquidating 
senior Palestinian figures. 

With piercing blue eyes and 
an athlete’s build despite his 
greying hair, Israel's Deputy 
chief of staff spent most of his 
career with foe army's most 
prestigious and secret unit. 

The chief of staff’s unit oper- 
ates behind enemy lines ami is 
considered the armed wing of 
the Mossad, Israel’s feared in- 
telligence agency. 

On April 13, 1973, Gen. 
Shahak landed by sea in Beirut 
in the dead of night and assas- 
sinated three senior PLO fi- 
gures: Mohammad Yousef Na- 
jjar, Kama! Adwan and Kama! 
Nasser, Ehud Barak, who is 
now chief of staff, disguised 
himself as an Arab woman to 
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Meteorology. 

Khauusbii weather conditions wifi 
come to end today as temperatures 
gradually drop and humidity rises with 
winds becoming north westerly moder- 
ate to active, in Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 
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accompany Gen. Shahak. 

Howevei, the army's official 
biography of the 50-year-old 
does not mention foe episode. 

Nor does it recall the murder 
in Tunis of Khalil Al Wazir, 
Abu Jihad, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s number two. 
Gen. Shahak, as military in- 
telligence chief, orchestrated 
foe killing in April 16, 1988. 

Bom in Tel Aviv in 1944, 
Gen. Shahak joined the army 
at the age of 18 and became a 
paratrooper. After a spell in an 
armoured divisions, he was 
back with foe red berets for the 
1967 Middle East war. 

The following year on March 
21, he was at foe battle of 
Karameh in Jordan. 

Gen. Shahak was also in the 
thick of the fighting in foe Sinai 
desert against Egyptian forces 
in foe 1973 war. 

When Israel invaded Leba- 
non in 1982, Gen. Sha hak was 


j Beirut (ME) 

0:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

W'- 3 ® Aqaba (RJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

11:15 , 

Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
Beiiian, London (RJ) 

12dH> ... Casa Blanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

2®^ Colombo (RJ) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

21:00 Riyadh (RJ) 

21:10 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:20 Aden (RJ) 

22:00 .... Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

22:42 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

k~— & i)a 

Lamacs (CY) 

as 

£2 Algiera. Shanjah f AA j 

Amsterdam (KL) 


put in control of the Beirut 
region and the Staouf Moun- 
tains. 

A year later he was 
appointed commander of 
Israel's central region, which 
includes foe occupied West 
Bank. 

In March 1989, foe military 
intelligence chief dropped a 
bombshell in a report to then 
right-wing Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir. He urged nego- 
tiations with foe PLO. 

“There is a real change in 
foe organisation's attitude, ft 
has accepted the existence of 
Israel,” he wrote. 

Gen. Shahak had to wait 
another four years to put his 
ideas into practice when Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
appointed him to bead foe 
autonomy negotiations on the 
basis of the Sept. 13 declara- 
tion of principles. 
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JNRCS gives needy children 
JD 180,000 in four months 

Jordan observes Red Cross 
ond Red Crescent Day 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — “Dignity for all 
— focus on children" is the 
dieme of this year’s world Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Day 
which will be observed m the 
Kingdom by the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS). 

A society statement said that 
this year’s anniversary, which 
falls on May 8, also marks the 
75th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the International Fed- 
eration of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. 

The statement noted that the 
day will be observed by 161 
national Red Cross and Red 
Crescent societies which have 
124 million individual mem- 
bers and 350,000 employees 
around the world. 

The JNRCS has prepared a 
fall programme to orient the 
public in Jordan on the inter- 
national humanitarian law 
through meetings and seminars 
for groups of youth and stu- 
dents around the country. 

JNRCS has extended invita- 
tions to 260 children from 
around the country to visit the 
society headquarters in Am- 
man where they will receive 
kits containing clothes, sweets, 
stationery and leaflets depict- 
ing the society’s activities, said 
the statement. 

The function, to take place 
on June 9, is pan of the socie- 


ty's ongoing assistance to the 
needy children, which, for four 
months, has amounted to 
JDlgO.OOO in value, said the 
statement. 

Quoting a statement issued 
jointly by the International 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies and the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), the 
society said that 300 million 
people a year may be affected 
by disasters by the year 2000, 
noting that the strategic work 
plan for the 1990s details the 
federation's work in order to 
increase its capacity to improve 
the situation of the most 
vulnerable. 

Although the banning of cer- 
tain arms, such as landmines 
and blind weapons, can limit 
violence, effective measures 
must also be taken in peace- 
time, said the joint statement. 

Widespread knowledge of 
international humanitarian law 
is essential to ensure that these 
fundamental rules are fully 
respected and implemented in 
times of conflict, the statement 
added. 

It pledged that every mem- 
ber of the movement would 
continue to combat the suffer- 
ing in this world and appealed 
to the public for help because, 
it said, everyone can contri- 
bute to a better world by re- 
specting the rights, identity 
mid dignity of others. 


Ministry of Agriculture 
warns against forest fires 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture Tues- 
day issued a statement to the 
public warning of the danger of 
tires, which annually destroy 
30,000 trees, saying that the 
incidence of fires is higher be- 
tween May and August, the 
dry and hot season. 

The warning came from 
Ghaleb Abu Orrabi, the minis- 
try’s secretary general, who 
said the civil defence last year 
had to deal with 54 forest tires 
that occurred on 1,299 dunums 
of land in different governo- 
rates. 

This is a great loss for a 
country with limited means 
like Jordan which has 40 mil- 
lion trees planted on 750,000 
dunums of land, said Mr. Orra- 
bi in a statement. 

He said that the forests lo- 
cated in the govemorates of 
Amman, Balqa, Irbid, Mafraq, 
Zarqa and Karak, are mostly 
exposed to the danger of fires 
which are usually caused by 


cigarettes thrown from passing 
cars, tires lit by people picnick- 
ing or farmers burning the re- 
mains of their products. 

Mr. Abu Orrabi said that 
during the summer many of the 
fires also happen because of 
pieces of glass left on the dry 
grass which can start a flame 
under the heat of the sun. 

Referring to the Ministry of 
Agriculture's measures to pre- 
vent the spread of tires, Mr. 
Abu Orrabi said that teams of 
workers have been entrusted 
with the task of removing dry 
grass within the forests arid 
alongside the main roads, 
starting this month. 

Urging the public to report 
the tires as soon as they are 
spotted, Mr. Abu Orrabi said 
that the ministry was enlisting 
the help of various organisa- 
tions arid Jordanian citizens to 
help achieve the goal of "a 
green Jordan 1 ' by the year 
2000. 


Kingdom still at low end of AIDS cases list 


Workshop to prepare plan for combatting deadly disease 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
and the Health Ministry Tues- 
day embarked on a workshop 
designed to prepare a national 
Jordanian plan for combatting 
AIDS in the coming five years 
although the Kingdom is still 
classified among nations with 
very low rates of AIDS cases. 

“We are working on a 
medium-range plan for the 
1994-1999 period aimed at 
promoting awareness mainly 
among the youth on how ro 


combat the spread of AIDS in 
Jordan," said Dr. Saad Khar- 
absheh in a statement to the 
Jordan Times. 

“The new plan, part of 
which will be covered finan- 
cially and technically by the 
WHO, hinges on a wide scale 
campaign to spread awareness 
among the youth through leaf- 
lets, seminars and other mea- 
sures, in cooperation with uni- 
versities, health sectors, the 
media and other concerned 
parties," said Dr. Kharabsheh, 
head of the Health Ministry's 
Communicable Diseases De- 
partment. 


“Ever since the discovery of 
the first AIDS case in Jordan, 
in 1986, the ministry has been 
launching a series of campaigns 
to combat the killer disease,” 
he added. 

Noting that the total number 
of AIDS cases in Jordan, 
affecting Jordanians, now 
stands at 70, Dr. Kharabsheh 
said that there have been 30 
AIDS cases among non- 
Jordanians, but they were sent 
back to their home countries as 
soon as they were proved to be 
HIV positive. 

“Since the start of 1994 only 
one AIDS case was registered 


Soccer hooligans face charges 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — More than 20 
people are expected to go on 
trial on charges related to the 
April 23 rioting at Amman 
International Stadium, security 
sources and sources familiar 
with the affair said Tuesday. 

Official police sources would 
only confirm that investiga- 
tions related to the cases have 
been completed and the results 
sent to “the proper author- 
ities.” 

But other sources said 
around 25 people, arrested 
during the rampage by fans of 
the A1 Faisali and A1 Wihdat 
dubs, were expected to be 
tried charged with rioting and 
damaging public property. 

Among those detained were 
two A1 Wihdat and one A1 
Faisali player, who are among 
those released on bail. 

“A few remain in detention 
pending trial, which is ex- 
pected to start soon,” said one 
security source. 

But sources at the Wihdat 
and Faisali dubs said they were 
told that there will not be any 
criminal trials related to tbe 
riots. 

ffisham Abdul Monem, a 
Wihdat player who was in- 


volved in the inrident that 
sparked the fan violence, said 
he was bailed out of detention 
a few days ago. 

“The matter is finished and 
settled as far I know," Abdul 
Monem told the Jordan Times. 

Independent sources said no 
charges were expected to be 
pressed against any of the play- 
ers, but those detained for 
outright violence at the sta- 
dium during the 45-minute 
melee were expected to face 
trial. 

Meanwhile, both Faisali and 
Wihdat dubs said they would 
not allow the inddent to leave 
scars in their relationship. 

“It was regretful that such an 
incident happened.” said a 
Wihdat member. “It cast a 
cloud on the entire soccer 
scene in Jordan, but we are 
determined not to let it lin- 
ger.” 

A Faisali offidal said: “The 
entire episode is a dosed chap- 
ter. The less said about it the 
better.” 

Similar recondliatory mood 
was also evident in remarks by 
players carried in the local 
press. 

Wihdat goalkeeper Nasser 
Gbandour, who was reportedly 
attacked on his way home after 
the violence, was quoted by a 
local newspaper that he was 


Cabinet names Abbadi to 
lead pilgrimage mission 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday formed 
tbe official Jordanian pilgrim- 
age mission to be beaded by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam A1 Abba- 
di. 

The pilgrimage season will 
end around May 20 with the 
celebration of Eid A1 Adtaa. 

Tbe Cabinet was briefed by 


Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Hisham A1 Khatib on me- 
asures taken for tbe utilisation 
of tiie water resources in tbe 
Azraq Basin. 

The government said last 
month that excessive pumping 
of underground water was East 
depleting tbe Azraq water re- 
sources, causing an ecological 
• imbalance. 



Conference stresses need for enforcement of 
environment legislation, international cooperation 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The human 
being's right to live in a dean 
and safe environment was the 
main call of participants at a 
conference held Tuesday, en- 
titled “International environ- 
mental law.” 

“It is the basic right of all 
human beings to live in a safe 
and dean environment,” said 
Ahmad Obeidat, president of 
the Jordanian Sodety for the 
Control of Environmental 
Pollution (JSCEP), addres- 
sing the opening session of 
tbe two-day conference. 

Mr. Obeidat stressed the 
need for international coop- 
eration that should ensure 
that this inherited right is 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Mr. Obeidat pointed to 
Prindple 1 of the Rio dec- 
laration which states the fol- 
lowing: “Human beings are 
the centre of concerns for 
sustainable development. 
They are entitled to a healthy 
and productive life.” 

He called for new methods 
and approaches regarding 
legislation and regulations to 
be implemented, acknow- 
ledging the fact that tradi- 


tional methods in solving en- 
vironmental problems are no 
longer sufficient. 

“Economical reform, espe- 
cially in the developing coun- 
tries," Mr. Obeiaat added, 
“should go hand in hand with 
the environmental reform.” 

“We need to create en- 
vironmental strategic plans 
that link and balance econo- 
mic development with en- 
vironmental preservation, us- 
ing regulatory and market 
incentives which run side by 
side with penalties,” he said. 

In the past, Mr. Obeidat 
said, environmental protec- 
tion was of little importance 
in social and economic man- 
agement in the Kingdom, 
“but times have changed as 
Jordan is now one of the 
pioneer countries in the Mid- 
dle East to formulate a 
national strategy for the en- 
vironment.” 

He said Jordan has drawn 
up regulations to protect the 
environment and has worked 
out environmental strategies 
to maintain a balance be- 
tween economic and environ- 
mental development. 

Mr. Obeidat said that until 
now there has never been a 
detailed and comprehensive 


legislation dealing directly 
with the environment in all its 
aspects. 

Three institutions, the Jor- 
dan Environment Society, 
the German Friendship 
Foundation and the Goethe 
Institut organised the confer- 
ence to highlight and bring to 
tbe attention of the Arab 
World the importance of 
cooperation and coordination 
in this important field by 
making use of the European 
Union countries’ experience. 

Tbe organisers invited spe- 
cialised people from Jordan, 
Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, 
Syria, Tunisia, Morocco and 
Turkey. 

Walter Rudel, Friedrich 
Naumann’s representative, 
voiced concern over viola- 
tions regarding toxic waste. 
“Although a law was im- 
plemented still, toxic waste is 
being dumped unsafely,” be 
said, calling on all developing 
countries to cooperate 
together and with other orga- 
nisations. 

“It takes two, and develop- 
ing countries should sign 
agreements to come up with 
an international understand- 
ing,” Mr. Rudel told the spe- 


cialists during a brief discus- 
sion. 

“Human beings are not liv- 
ing up to the ethical require- 
ments of responsibility and 
accountability needed in our 
scientifically and economical- 
ly highly potential world,” he 
said, referring to national 
strategies. “Governments 
have to interfere and provide 
legal protection and effective 
law-enforcement to the 
world’s and every nation’s 
endangered environment,” 
he added. 

“Unfortunately, laws are 
not taken seriously by most 
governments, and the de- 
velopment, improvement and 
enforcement of environmen- 
tal law are still not efficiently 
handled by the legislators,” 
said Mr. Rudel. 

He warned of the consequ- 
ences that will follow if leg- 
islations were not im- 
plemented and used properly 
and that will further endan- 
ger the already fragile sus- 
tainability of development 
and the conservation and 
protection of nature, calling 
on countries to develop their 
environmental policies, leg- 
islation and instruments of 
law enforcement. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

~ FILM 

☆ F3m in Spanish entitled “El Rey Pasmado” at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre at &30 (Tel 613077). 

CONCERT 

☆ Concert (by tbe National Music Institute) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

lecture 

☆ Lecture entitled “The Egyp^ Art by artist 

Atiyah Hussein at Darat A1 Fumm rf the Abdul Hameed 
Shuman in Jabal Lnweibdeh at 6:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL FESTIVAL 

☆ Poetry redial feSwI attended by in dents of Jonlanim 

universities it the National Amman University auditorium 
at 4:00 p.m.- 


EXHIBITIONS 

■ft Exhibition of pa in ti n gs by artists WaEd Sheet and Hazem 
Earned at Alii Art Gallery (Td. 639303). 

•ft “Exhibition of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Food Industries 
*94“ at the World Exhibition Centre, University Road (Td. 
837218, 847113). 

* Art exhibition by five Egyptian artists at Darat A1 Fun on of 
tbe Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation in Jabal Luweib- 
deh. Also showing “permanent” exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (Td. 643251/2). 

* E xhib iti on by artist Mohammad Muhraddin at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery. 

* Exhibition by artist Helm! El-Touni at Bafadna Art Gallery. 
(Td. 687598). 

* Exhibition by artists Dr. AJfi Gboui, Hussein Da'seh, Adman 
A) Sharif, Abdul Hussein Taway, Salman Abbas, and Hafez 
AI Droobi at Orfah' Art Gallery (Td. 826932). 

* Jorduuan-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by over 80 artists 
at Ain Art Gallery hi Wadi Saqra (9*30 a.m-8K)0 p.m.) (Td. 
644451). 


not pressing charges against 
anyone. 

It was one of the rare cases 
of mob violence at soccer 
games in Jordan. More than 
100 people were injured during 
the inddent. The Amman In- 
ternational Stadium suffered 
damages which its director 
Issam Arida estimated at that 
time to be between JD 7,000 
and JD 8,000. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and senior offi- 
cials deplored the violence and 
called on Jordanians to live up 
to the spirit of sportsmanship. 

The Jordan Football Federa- 
tion adopted disdplinary ac- 
tion against both dubs. Two 
players from Al Wihdat and 
one player from Al Faisali 
were barred for life; several 
others were baned from sever- 
al games; and the two dubs 
were asked to pay damages to 
the stadium. 

Sports officials said the dam- 
ages were to be reduced from 
the allocations to the two dubs 
from the proceeds from gate- 
collections for the season. 

The rampage was not limited 
to the stadium. Fans attacked 
the premises of Al Wihdat 
dubs and caused extensive 
damages to its facilities. 

Wihdat officials said they 
knew most of those responsible 
for the violence but declined to 
say whether they planned legal 
action against them. 

“We are handling the affair 
as an internal matter of the 
dub,” said one of the officials. 


among Jordanians and three 
amoag foreign nationals,” 
added Dr. Kharabsheh. 

He said that over the past 
five years the Health Ministry 
tested the blood of nearly half 
a million people wishing to 
donate blood and found only 
10 HTV positive cases among 
those tested. 

'This is a dear indication 
that the Kingdom is one of 
those nations with a very low 
rate of AIDS cases, but this 
does not mean that we should 
be satisfied and fail to cany out 
campaigns against the dis- 
ease,” added Dr. Kharabsheh. 

However, he said that most 
of the AIDS cases have been 
proved to be those of people 
who have spent some time 


abroad either as expatriate 
workers or students. 

Hie two-day workshop at 
the Amman Ambassador 
Hotel was opened by Acting 
Minister of Health Tareq 
Suheimat who stressed that 
there was need for intensive 
efforts on the part of govern- 
ments worldwide, as well as 
concerned organisations and 
societies, to help fight the dis- 
ease. 

Tbe Health Ministry’s 
strategy in combating tbe 
AIDS, he said, is based on 
programmes for spreading 
awareness among the youth 
about ways to protect them- 
selves from the disease and by 
controlling the blood transfu- 
sion and blood donation pro- 


cesses in the Kigndom. 

According to Dr. Omar 
Suleiman, the WHO repre- 
sentative at the workshop, the 
world AIDS cases are now 
estimated to stand at three 
million, mostly in Africa and 
Vietnam. 

Participants in the work- 
shop, representing various 
health sectors and other orga- 
nisations, will review working 
papers which, among other 
topics, will cover epidemiolo- 
gical control, management of a 
national awareness program- 
me, studies on youth sectors 
most exposed to AIDS, social 
and economic patterns that ex- 
pose the youth to AIDS and 
obstacles to spreading aware- 
ness. 


GENERAL MANAGER 
REQUIRED 

A leading industrial company has a vacancy for a 
general manager with the following qualifications: 

1 . Long experience in managing industrial com- 
panies, no less than 15 years. 

2. Graduated from a well-known recognised uni- 
versity, preferable with degree in mechanical, 
electrical or industrial engineering. 

3. MBA or equivalent degree is a great advantage. 
All applications will be treated confidentially. 
Salary and benefits depend on experience and 
qualifications. 

Please send CV, supporting documents and a 
recent photo to the following address: 

Director Technical Committee 
P.O.Box 7440 
Amman 11118 - Jordan 
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Coloured rights 
or blinded vision' 


THE “ASSASSINATION” of Rwandan President 
Juvenal Habyarimana last month in a rocket attack on 
his plane may have triggered the recent tide of mass 
kflHag in the country between the Hntns majority and the 
T rias minority. Yet the seeds of the conflict in the 
African c oun try that took the fives of no less than 100,008 
in a span of few weeks were sown wefl before the creation 
and independence of Rwanda when tribal loyalties were 
the harMm— of the Rwandan society. No rad efforts 
were made by the Bdpan colonial power that rated the 
co nn tr y prior to its todependeace to establish a Rwandan 
society rapcrmBng tribal loyalties. The pri ma r y blame 
rests nevertheless with the two major tribes in the 
conntry which co wthmed to p r o mot e d W d— on tribal 
pw n h even after they gamed their freedo m and 
realised their political independence. No amou n t of 
external pr essur es can ever replace domestic action to 
establish a modern society in any given conntr y where 
cifnaMMlrip rights are pven contemporary expression. 

Now, it seems, the Rwandans are paying a heavy price 
for neglecting an internal oisis that was left for too hwg 
to fester. No wonder the first opport un ity to i&rife the 
tribal tension in the co nn tr y rapiodrd with a v engea nc e 
and on a scale unheard off in recent times. 

Rwanda is also part and parcel of the international 
cnmmnnity which should not have stayed aloof of the 
Moody massacres that have omni e d rather syste ma ti- 
caffy ever since the shooing down of H a by a rimana. The 
seemin g ly caflons a tlifn de towards the tragic events that 
were ufoUng h the Central African country is simply 
hncanhfe. When the mfi gfa fmg took saefa a heavy tofl 
on the fives of the Rwandan people, the totnuaHnnal 
cnrann i ty should have i nte rvened in an effective way. 
The Organisation tf African Unity (OAU) should have 
been the fM to fake a meantagM initiative to stop the 
i mfiwil mh i a h kjfiiags. No sndh action was taken. And 
when DJI. Secret a r y- General Bontros Ghafi called for 
an immediate irigay i n te rventi o n to stop the “ g enoo d - 
aT v wnritere between the Arina and the Thtaia, the m^jor 
powers of the worid were har d ly moved as fi the fives of 
Hack Africans are too huipifKcaat as to aranm interest 


The irwy to thfe and sfagar episode s h that we ail talk 
so fieveriridy of Inman rights and how todtoidoal tom 
righto are worth fighting tor and defending at afi costs. 
Bat when the fives of hundreds ofthonnanda are at stake, 
no stonfar international outcry is made. The Western 
powers which rightly make a habit of ostracising nations 
that float todividnal human rights remain stndtonsly 


Now it is Rwanda where Moody tribal warfare has 
taken place. Earlier it was Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan. 
Kenya and Nigeria do not Bare much better either. Most 
d ev el o ping countries are afflicted wfth tm 

bombs. The real culprits are those of ns who stffl promote 
di s t in c tio n s between people on the basis of race, colour, 
retie ion, tribe or etfamc origin. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily Tuesday criticised the 
PaJestuiian-lsraeli economic agreement concluded in Paris this 
week because, he said, it does not help fulfil die national 
aspirations .of the Palestinian people on the one hand and it 
tends to separate the Palestinians from the Jordanians on the 
other. The agreement signed in Paris on April 29 represented 
a Palestinian retreat from an economic agreement with Jordan 
and is tantamount to ending ties with Jordan unilaterally, said 
Fabd Al Fanek. While the Patestinian-Jordanian agreement 
signed in January 1994 dearly states that die Jordanian dinar 
remains the official currency during the Palestinian autonomy 
rule, the Paris agreement stipulates that the Israeli shekel is 
the main currency, said the writer. While the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement provides for the Jordan Central Bank to 
remain in control of banks operating in the West Bank, the 
Paris accord states that the Palestinians will set up their own 
institution to supervise monetary questions and banks opera- 
tions. he added. While the agreement with Jordan stipulates 
trade exchanges with the Kingdom, the Paris accord sets up a 
joint Israeli-Paiestinian customs office to control imports and 
exports operations, which means that trade affairs remain 
under Israeli control, said the writer. In short, he said, the 
Paris agreement sacrificed the Palestinians economic interests 
with Jordan and subjugated the Palestinian economy to 
Israel's desires. 

AHMAD DABBAS, a columnist in Sawt Al Shaab daily, 
Tuesday addressed the rising number of road accidents and 
reckless driving that has been causing so many losses in life 
and property. It is painful to see Jordanians observing World 
Traffic Day, which is occasion to contemplate measures to 
reduce accidents at a time when reports speak of a sharp 
increase in the number of these killed or injured on the road, 
said the writer. It is perhaps a coincidence that when traffic 
day is observed, 10 more people are killed and many more 
injured in one road accident, and it is regrettable to say that 
this incident is only one more ip a long chain of accidents 
which our roads witness almost daily, he said. The writer said 
that the concerned authorities have a duty to impose very strict 
and deterrent penalties on reckless drivers so as to stem 
further tragedies and stop the carnage. 


WASHINGTON WATCH 


By Dr. James Zoghy 


U.S. under pressure to end suffering of Iraqi 


AS U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said last 
week, the U.S. administra- 
tion adamantly refuses to lift 
die economic sanctions im- 
posed against Iraq. The U.S. 
has taken this stand in the 
face of pressure from France, 
Russia, and other allies which 

have argued that the sanc- 
tions be eased in response to- 
re ports of widespread mal- 
nutrition and untreated dis- 
i eases in aO parts of the coun- 
try. 

While the U.S. administra- 
tion holds firm in its sanctions 
policy, there is growing con- 
cern in Congress and among 
a number of U.S. non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) that some action 
must be taken to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people. 
These organisations, includ- 
ing religious and human 
rights organisations, realise 
that the sanctions, which 
were meant to punish the 
Iraqi government, are instead 
doing much more to hurt the 
people of Iraq. 

In none of the proposals 
offered by these groups is the 
suggestion that sanctions be 
lifted , for to do so would, in 
effect, reward the Iraqi reg- 
ime. 

So of calling for a 

lifting of die sanctions, these 


U.S. groups are calling for 
alternative approaches to 
meet the needs of the Iraqi 
people without appearing to 
appease the Iraqi regime. 

For example, the spokes- 
man for the powerful U.S. 
Catholic Conference argued 
in a recent letter to the U.S. 
Department of State that: 

“We understand that die 
Iraqi government, while 
seeking to have the sanctions 
lifted, has resisted using the 
existing exemptions to relieve 
the suffering of its own peo- 
ple and that it is not in 
compliance with U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions. Still, 
we believe action must be 
taken to relieve the suffering 
of Iraqi civilians resulting 
from the sanctions regime. 

“In the face of the failure 
of the Iraqi government to 
serve the basic interests of its 
people, the international 
community has a continuing 
responsibility to find ways to 
prevent unnecessary deaths 
and unmerited suffering on 
the part of the Iraqi people. 

‘The responsibility of the 
international community and 
of the United States does not 
end with (Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s) refusal to 
use the existing exemption 
provirions. Means must be 
found in the short term for 


Iraq and in die long term for 
humane provisions for the 
populations of other rogue 
states placed under U.N. 
sanctions.” 

A congressional resolution 
on emergency food and 
medical relief, which was 
offered two years ago, by 
Congressman Tim Penny of 
Minnesota, is being offered 
once again this year. The 
earlier Penny resolution cal- 
led on the U.S. and other 
member nations of the U.N. 
to use some of the $8 bUBon 
in frozen Iraqi assets to 
purchase food and medicine, 
and to distribute the supplies 
through U.N. agencies, on the 
ground in Iraq. 

Other powerful members 
of Congress, including mem- 
bers of the increasingly in- 
fluential Congressional Back 
Caucus (GBC), are also sear- 
ching for methods to get food 
and medicine to the people in 
Iraq who need it, while main- 
taining the sanctions regime. 
- A number of assumptions 
underiy the proposals bring 
offered by advocates of relief 
for the Iraqi people. 

Fust, as I have mentioned, 
since they believe that the 
Iraqi regime refuses to comp- 
ly with u.N. Security Council 
resolutions, it should there- 
fore not be rewarded with a 


lifting of the sanctions. Both 
an Iraqi- American associa- 
tion and the Arab- American 
Medical Association have 
agreed m a report that having 
“watched the torment of 
their family and friends in 
Iraq they have no illusion 
that tire Iraqi regime would 
use funds (derived from en- 
ding the sanctions) for huma- 
nitarian ends.” 

These groups, therefore, 
do not believe that ending thq 
sanctions would have the im- 
mediate effect of helping all 
the people of Iraq, as much 
as it would benefit the gov- 
ernment and allow it to pur- 
sue its own ends. 

Notably, as the Iraqi reg- 
ime refused to honour U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
688 that demands that tire 
Iraqi government respect the 
human rights of its people, 
the regime has also refosed to 
implement Resolutions 706 
and 712 which exempt food 
and medicine from the sanc- 
tions and allows the govern- 
ment of Iraq to earn the 
foreign exchange needed for 
these items by selling oil. 
What U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 706 and 712 
stipulate, however, is that the 
proceeds from these oil sales 
should be administered by 
the U.N. relief agencies to 


ensure a fair and equitable 
distribution of food and 
medicine to all parts of the 
country and all groups m 
Iraqi society. This the Iraqi 
regime refuses to accept, and 
so the exemption provided by 
the resolutions goes unutil- 
ised. 

The American groups call- 
ing for a new humanitarian 
policy towards the people of 
Iraq also feel that while it is 
dear that the Security Coun- 
cil has taken firm action to 
ensure that Iraq complies 
with its resolutions relating to 
the monitoring and disman- 
tling of weapons of mass des- 
truction, _the U.N. has not 
been used to enforce the key 
provisions of Resolutions 
688, 706 aud 712. This lack of 
resolve on the part of the 
international community to 
provide the same guaranties 
for humanitarian needs as it 
does for security needs is 
what has provoked a re- 
sponse from U.S. religipus 
and human rights organisa- 
tions. 

In fact, some of these U.S. 
groups are calling on the U.S. 
return to the Security Council 
and seek a new resolution 
that would force implementa- 
tion of Resolutions 706 and 
712. Just as the Security 
Council’s actions essentially 


forced Iraq to dismantle its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and nuclear programme, it is 
felt that the U.N. could simi- 
larly act to force Iraq to 
accept an on-the-gronnd 
humanitarian relief campaign 
to aid the Iraqi people. 

If Iraq refuses this or inter- 
feres with U.N. efforts, it 
would be exposed for de- 
nying food and medicine to 
its own people. By i m P9?“y» 
such a programme the U.N. 
would be able to get the 
needed help to the Tram peo- 
ple. The effort would be 
helpful to the Iraqi people in 
ways that the international 
community has not been 
helpful until now. 

And so it is that in the face 
of reports of increased suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people some 
members of the U.S. Con- 
gress and NGOs, are sear- 
ching for a way to maintain 
the sanctions while addres- 
sing the genuine needs of the 
Iraqi people. It is their stand 
that a people should not pay 
the price for the sins of the 
government, and that for far 
too long the worid has turned 
a blind eye to the suffering of 
the Iraqi people. 

The writer is president of the 
Washington-based Arab- 
American Institute. 



Speaking out against the insanity 
of Israeli settlements in Arab lands 


By David Harris 

SEVERAL YEARS ago, I 
sat in a Sunday school class as 
we discussed the holy land, a 
topic which was of particular 
interest to me at the time, 
since I had just recently re- 
turned to the United States 
from a ax-mouth study prog- 
ramme in Jerusalem. At one 
point, one of the young men 
in attendance raised his hand 
to state his opinion that only 
crazy people would spend so 
much time and energy fight- 
ing over what he considered 
to be a worthless little paid) 
of sand. He was merely trying 
to point out the absurdity of 
killing in order to gain con- 
trol of religious sites when 
the very purpose of religion is 
to reconcile human beings 
with their fellowmen and 
with God. And his point was 
well made. What he didn’t 
consider, however, was that 
for many people, both 
Palestinians and Israelis, this 
is file only place they have, 
and that if they didn’t fight to 
keep it, they would be fore- 
ver refugees at the mercy of 
foreign governments, some 
cruel, some kind, and some 
just plain indifferent. 

Now, with the massacre at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron still fresh in our 
minds, it occurs to me that 
it’s time to speak out against 
the insanity of illegal settle- 
ments like Kiryat Arba, 
which are nothing but en- 
claves of a new American 
colonialism that is slowly 
reaching out to engulf an 
entire nation. It is dear to me 
chat no man or woman of 
sound mind would choose to 
raise his or her family in the 
hazardous conditions that ex- 
ist in the West Bank and Gaza 
today if there were an 
alternative. There are 
Palestinians whose roots are 
(here and who would have 
little or no opportunity to 
emigrate, even if they wanted 


to. And there are Jews that 
come from the former Soviet 
Union and other countries 
with little knowledge of what 
awaits them there or what 
alternatives they might have 
to settling on occupied land 
that will eventually have to 
be vacated in order to comply 
with international law. These 
groups have my sympathy. 
Then there are American 
Jews who come, it seems, as 
-if to summer camp, bolding 
onto their American pass- 
ports against a day when they 
may tire of the constant dan- 
gers facing a people who steal 
water and land and other 
vital resources from their 
neighbours, or a day when 
they simply grow weary of 
life on the dole, subsidised by 


between the United States 
government and American 
passport holders living in 
illegal Israeli settlements. Af- 
ter all, bow can we be consi- 
dered a truly disinterested 
party in the peace process 
when our own citizens are 
among the obstacles to such a 
peace? I believe a grace 
period of one year should be 
extended to such individuals 
during which time they would 
be required to decide 
whether they desired to re- 
main in the occupied territor- 
ies or return to the United 
States. After the year was up, 
their passports would be re- 
voked and transferred to 
eligible Palestinians who 
would otherwise have no 
alternative but to stay and 


“Then there are American Jews who 
come (to the occupied territories), it 
seems, as if to summer camp, holding 
onto their American passports against a 
day when they may tire of the constant 
dangers facing a people who steal water 
and land and other vital resources from 
their neighbours.” 


Western governments and 
other generous philanthrop- 
ists to ends that no rational 
human being can pretend to 
comprehend. These people 
have more freedom and more 
rights, more safety and more 
security in America than 
perhaps in any other country 
on the face of the globe. Yet 
they feel compelled to go and 
place themselves and their 
children at risk in a land 
where the dispossessed native 
inhabitants have a legitimate 
right to be taking up aims 
against them. But the worst 
of it is that they offer the 
Arabs yet one more reason to 
disdain America and our in- 
furiating double standards. 

It is my firm belief that we 
must act now to sever ties 


suffer under a military gov- 
ernment that takes Palesti- 
nian lives on a daily basis. I 
don’t wish to imply that every 
Palestinian would immigrate 
to the United States if the 
option were open to him or 
her, but it seems clear that 
some would jump at the 
chance to escape from an 
exhausting situation that 
shows few signs of ever im- 
proving. And why should 
they be any less eligible for 
this opportunity simply be- 
cause they have never held an 
American passport? 

In addition, we must im- 
mediately cut off any and all 
government aid earmarked 
for Israel until concrete steps 
have been taken to dismantle 
all the settlements and to 


more justly distribute the 
available water in the region 
between all deserving parties. 

I see no reason why it should 
be in our interest to do any- 
thing less. Are we worried 
about losing an ally in the 
region? an ally who was no- 
thing but a liability to us 
during the recent Gulf War? 
an ally who , as has been 
convincingly demonstrated, 
deliberately bombed the 
American destroyer Liberty 
in 1967? an ally who con- 
tinues to stand in the way of 
good relations, economic and 
otherwise, with a vast portion 
of global markets? 

The time has come for us 
to realise that the Israelis can 
stand up for themselves. In- 
deed, they are quickly be- 
coming the most sought after 
trainers of drug cartels and 
other Third World organisa- 
tions, instructing them in the 
art of guerrilla warfare and 
assassination. They have a 
healthy weapons industry 
that markets its products all 
over the world. In short, they 
are not the dismal wretches 
that Leon Uris and the like 
portray in their romantic 
tales of exiled Jews straggling 
against all odds. Anyone who 
has visited the occupied terri- 
tories and seen the Israeli 
army in action can attest to 
this. 

I have nothing against 
Israel. It is a country with 
interests and aspirations just 
like any other. But I feel it is 
high time we used the politic- 
al clout that we as the only 
remaining superpower pos- 
sess to stop the illegal 
occupation of the West Bank , 
and Gaza and solve the prob- : 
lems dividing Israel and the ; 
Arab World once and for all. j 
It is the right thing to do and 
it is very much in our interest , 
i to do it now. 

The writer is an American j 
student at the University of | 
Jordan. 


LETTERS 


The spirit of sports 

To the Editor: 

THE REPULSIVE and distasteful attitude and behaviour of 
some members of the public at a soccer game last month 
makes it necessary to educate the public on the vital 
importance of self-control. 

What causes the feelings of the public to run riot at a soccer 
game? In my opinion, it is the moment when one of the players 
by word or gesture starts contesting the decision, or to be more 
precise, the verdict, of the referee. It should be known to all 
concerned that a referee’s decision or verdict is absolute, 
derisive and conclusive. Any player or a number of players 
pushing their luck should be disqualified from any future 
games for a full season. 

It is suggested that an advisory committee of experts be 
fanned to look into any violation committed by a referee in 
running a game. The administration of justice on the football 
ground is as vital as the administration of justice in a 
courtroom. 

To accept defeat or victory on equal footing is the true spirit 
or sport. 

George N. Saig, 
Amman. 

Prejudice on African 
football 

To the Editor: 

IT SEEMS both Ms. Latter and Mrs. Woodward are prejudice 
whde mdirealy attacking African football showing live on 
JTV. We black Africans in Jordan do appreciate the great 

^r°fa* C . SPOm 31 m and “ d ° Arab Egyptian 

Ms. barter feels JTV has abandoned American film or 
European film to transmit black African football. I wondir if 

b ™ dcasr European fooXfive 

ITh » Vered a the European nations football cup in 
Sweden without anyone voicing dislike P ,n 

On« again I congratulate JTV for showing all the matches 

whe JJj er ° n Channel 1 or Channel 2; hurray JTV Finally I 
would like Ms. Latter to know the important nf i J' 1 
football; notice that it’s not only JTV but the entire 
broadcast African football. 

Amin Gomdah, 
Amman. 
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Alahlia-Abela, a unique 
service-oriented, customer-friendly store, 
with pleasant atmosphere and a modern 
touch that makes shopping enjoyable 

at all times. 
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Palestinian company decides lAsian aid bank comes under fire 


to raise ceiling on investments 


By Mariam M. Shahid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN •— Senior Palesti- 
nian financiers and business- 
men on Tuesday derided to 
lift the ceilings for investment 
previously applied to the 
Palestine Development and 
Investment Incorporated 
PDII. one of the investors 
said. 

The move is intended to 
broaden the base of the com- 

E ’s investors as well as to 
ess greater funding for 
the companies' projects' one 
of the 16 members of the 
board of trustees told the 
Jordan Times after the 
second meeting of the board. 

The move to lower the 
minimum investment from 
$100,000 to $25,000 and in- 
crease the maximum invest- 
ment from $2 million to $4 
million came less than 24 
hours before Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
to sign the first phase of the 
autonomy agreement with 
Israeli Prime' Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in Cairo. 

Several members of the 
board of trustees flew to 
Cairo late Tuesday to discuss 
the economic agreement that 
the PLO concluded with the 
Israelis last week. 

The PDII, which is com- 
posed of mostly Palestinian 
and Jordanian investors, in- 
tends to be the key player in 
revitalising the Palestinian 
economy. One of the com- 
panies' “silent agendas" is to 
increase the economic in- 
teraction between Jordan and 
the proposed autonomous 


areas. 

Tuesday’s derision to re- 
move the investment ceilings 


was part of an attempt to 
raise a $100 million which the 
company still needs to reach 
its goal of a $200 million 
capital. 

An added incentive to in- 
vest will be that investors will 
only have to pay 20 per cent 
of the amount they intend to 


schools, hospitals and all the 
infrastructure that is needed 
for that kind of endeavour," 
the board member said. 

Israeli companies have 
already approached Palesti- 
nian investors about sup- 
plying raw material for infras- 
tructure. 

The Palestinian investors 


invest in the initial stages. 
The group hopes to havi 


The group hopes to have 
raised the $100 million by the 
end of June, a member of the 
board of mistees said. 

“We now have to meet 
often to get the administra- 
tive infrastructure into 
place," said the member of 
the board, who preferred 
anonymity. 

“If we have raised $200 
million we can start on our 
projects. But the feasibility 
studies are still in the process 
of being conducted," he said. 

PDII members say that 
with a capital of $200 million 
the company will be working 
with a possible budget of 
about $1 billion. 

Regional and International 
organisations including 
Japanese and German inves- 
tors have approached PDII 
and showed interest in invest- 


but insiders say that a serious 
attempt is being made to con- 
clude deals with Jordanian 
industries to provide mate- 
rials needed for industries in 
the occupied territories. 

Subsidiary companies, spe- 
cialised in industrial projects, 
construction and real estate 
and tourism as well as re- 
sidential development are ur 
the process of being created, 
the board member said. 

“Our initial concern is to 
ensure that our projects are 
job creating and export- 
oriented,” he said. 

PDII was launched in 


March by a group of promin- 
ent Palestinian businessmen 


ing in the company — a move 
that PDII welcomed. 


that PDII welcomed. 

PDII investors say they 
hope to turn around much of 
the neglected infrastructure 
existing in the West Bank and 
Gaza and modernise it and 


build new living areas. 

“We want to build com- 


plexes which wfll indude any- 
where from 10,000 to 100,000 
living units along with 


ent Palestinian businessmen 
the off-shore company with a 
capital of $100 milli on. The 
141 -member company 
elected Jordanian business- 
man Kamal Shaer as the 
chairman of their 16-member 
board of directors. 

PDB is die first large-scale 
private sector bid to inject 
capital into the strained eco- 
nomy of the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

The founding investors 
constitute the financial back- 
bone of much of the Palesti- 
nian community in the di- 
aspora. They include chair- 


man of the Arab Bank group 
Abdul Hamid Shoman, 
Hasib Sabbaeh, Sabih AJ 
Masri, Said Khouri, Munib 
Masri, Ramzi Dalloul and 
Abdul Mohsen Qattan. 

Several leaders of the 
Jordanian business commun- 
ity such as Khalil A1 
Talhouni, Kamal Shaer, 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan and 
Jordanian banks such as the 

Cairo Amman Rank and the 
Housing Bank are also 
founding members of the 
PDH. 

The company is registered 
in Liberia as an on-shore 
share-holding firm in Octo- 
ber 1993. It will remain an 
off-shore company until the 
political and economic situa- 
tion in the occupied territor- 
ies becomes “more settled," 
said Rajai A1 Masri, spokes- 
man for the cooperate. 

PDH will own 49 per cent 
of its subsidiaries in me West 
Bank and -Gaza. The West 
Bank based A1 Ruwad In- 
vestment Group, which is a 
West Bank registered share- 
holding company with an ini- 
tial capital of $50 million, is 
the first of several subsidiary 
companies that PDII hopes 
to set up. 

Those on the board of trus- 
tees are: The Arab Bank Ltd. 


(Abdul Hamid Shoman), the 

Cairo- Amman Rank (Y ari d 


Mufti), Kama! Shaer, Said 
Co., Munib Masri, Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan, Masira Co., 
Nabile Sarraf, Nabile Shawa 
Ramzi Dalloul, Azmi Abdul 
Hadi, Nidal Suchtian. Riad 
Sadea. Hussein Shargawi, 
Zahi Khouri and the Jordan 
Housing Bank. 
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creditors reach debt accord 


NEW YORK (R) — Ecuador 
and its creditor banks Monday 
readied a landmark foreign 
debt agreement that will res- 
tructure the country’s pay- 
ments on its $7.6 billion in debt 
and overdue interest over the 
ngxt 30 years. 

The agreement, by which 
banks will be able to swap their 
Ecuadoran debt for bonds at a 
45 per cent discount, lets the 
Andean natioan rejoin interna- 
tional financial markets fully 
for the first time since it halted 
debt payments in May 1992. 

Reached after lone and tor- 
tuous negotiations, the accord 
was unveiled simultaneously in 
New York by the bank's steer- 


ing committee and in Ecuador 
by President Sixto Duran Bal- 
let] in a televised speech. 

“After 12 years of debt crisis 
and several years of difficult 
negotiations, this agreement 
will normalise the country's 
relations with its private credi- 
tors,” said Finance Munster 
Cesar Robalino in a statement 
issued in New York. 

The chairman of the steering 
committee, Uoyds Bank PLC 
Senior Vice President William 
Camposano^ signed for the 
banks. 

Under the pact, creditors 
mil be allowed to strap the 
principal amount of their loans 
to Ecuador for either discount 


bonds or par bonds, both dol- 
lar-denonunated and both with 
30-year U.S. Treasury bonds 
as collateral. 


The discount bonds wifi be 
exchanged for existing loans at 
a discount of 45 per cent from 
the face value of the debt. 

The country will resume in- 
terest payments on the debt, 
but with payments restructured 
over 20 years and after a 10- 
year grace period. 


open-market bonds at a dis- 
count. 

Expectations that the agree- 
ment was imminent nave 
helped boost prices for 
Ecuadoran debt on the secon- 


dary debt market in New York 
and London for over a week. 


The agreement lets Ecuador 
join the ranks of Latin Amer- 
ican nations that have eased 
their debt burden through the 
so-called Brady plan, which 
lets creditors swap debt for 


and London for over a week. 

The two sides announced the 
agreement as support for Presi- 
dent Doran B alien's free -mar- 
ket economic reform measures 
has been slipping badly. 

The xuling*parties lost all but 
TO of their 37-scats- iir congress-' 
^congressional elections Suit- 


day ‘ which opposition nation 
took as a public rejection of 


the government's economic 
policies. 


Cuba to crack down on illegal riches 


HAVANA (R) — President 
Fidel Castro announced plans 
Monday to crack down on peo- 
ple getting rich illegally during' 
the country’s economic crunch. 

President Castro, speaking 
at the end of a two-day ex- 
traordinary session of parlia- 
ment on die economy, said a 
new law providing for confisca- 
tion of goods acquired by illicit 
means bad been drawn up and 
would be approved by the 
conned of state this week. He 
gave no details of the law. 

An unanswered question is 
exactly how wide the net mil 
be cast over people making 
money illegally in a country 
where, despite formal state 
control of production and dis- 
tribution, the underground 
economy is thriving. 

Many deputies at the nation- 
al assembly session had called 
for action against black mar- 
keteers and other illegal trad- 
ers, viewed as the scourge of 
the honest citizen battling to 
make ends meet. President 
Castro's announcement was 
greeted with loud applause. 


the go-ahead for a wide range 
of moves to reduce ’the amount 
of pesos in circulation and re- 
duce a huge budget deficit. 

The document approved, in 
general terms, plans to intro- 
duce price increases on 
cigarettes and alcohol and ser- 


vices like electricity and trans- 
port, and to stimulate savings 
and ensure they stayed in 
banks. 


It also suggested some form 
of control over circulation of 
hard currency, reduction of 
subsidies to money-losing state 
enterprises, the gradual intro- 
duction of some income taxes 
and a possible future change to 
the Cuban Peso. 


And he proposed issuing a 
convertible peso to allow the 
state greater control over hard 
currency such as the U.S. dol- 
lar in circulation. 

The official exchange rate 
for the peso is one per dollar, 
although the peso changes 
hands for around 100 times less 
than this on the Mack market. 
The dollar, whose use was 
legalised last year, is now wide- 
ly used on the black market. 

Most Cubans rail against the 
underground economy, which 
is supplied by theft from state 
stores and illegal buying and 


selling of state distributed 
goods such as farm produce.. 


But with state goods reduced 
to a minimum, most people 
.also admit they have to resort 
to illicit traders to put adequ- 
ate food on the family table. 

Many workers are also In- 
volved in some illegal dealing 
to make ends meet — such as 
the worker who has a right to 
four packs of heavily subsi- 
dised cigarettes a month but 
doesn't smoke and sells them 
for up to 100 times their state 
price on the street. 


On Sunday, President Cas- 
tro told parliament that there 
could be no half measures to 
attack the “cancer” of excess 
currency in circulation and give 
money and salaries back their 
buying power. 


Japanese firms plan cuts 


The move was just one the 
parliament called for in a docu- 
ment that gave the government 


Finance Minister Jose Luis 
Rodriguez, also speaking on 
Sunday, suggested creating 
special savings accounts that 
would allow money in banks 
to be frozen for a Sated period, 
and issuing stat£ bonds. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Major 
Japanese companies plan to 
cut investments in plant for a 
third straight year, despite 
some encouraging signs in key 
.sectors, a study has said. 

The Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) study said the 
expected reduction would fol- 
low a 9.2 per cent cut in invest- 
ment on industrial buildings 
and machinery in the fiscal 
year just ended, after a 10.3 


per cent decline the preceding 
year; 


The downturn is 


be especially sharp (41.8 per 
cent) in pubfishing and printing 
and in construction (28.3 per 
cent). 


However, the crucial auto- 
mobile industry is expected to 
step up investment by 9.6 per 
cent after a sharp fall of 26.2 in 
the last fiscal year. 



THE BAU. WAS RIGHT 
OVER THE PLATEj WHT 
WON'T I SWING?! 




NICE, France (R) — As dele- 
gates Tuesday began their 
annual meeting of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), a 
group of critics spoke oat 
against what it says is the 
bank’s failure to do its job — 
help lift die region out of 
poverty. 

“The institution as a whole 
has yet to deliver on its profes- 
sed objectives of poverty alle- 
viation, environmental protec- 
tion and truly sustainable de- 
velopment,” a group of 19 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) said. 

According to the bank’s own 
estimates, some 562 million 
.people in Asia are firing in 
poverty, more than twice the 


population of the United 
States. That poverty is often 
overshadowed by the spectacu- 
lar success of Asia’s booming 
markets and hidden in statistics 
showing that the region enjoys 
an annual average growth rate 
of a real six to seven per cent. 

Matsuo Sato, ADB presi- 
dent since November, has 
promised a revamp of the 54- 
member bank by the start of 
1995. Described by one aide as 
a man who does not mince his 
words, Mr. Sato first wants 
plans to trim away the 28-year- 
old institution's bureaucratic 
fat. 


ADB'sfocus away from nation^ foted" » 

physical infrastructure projects increase sno # 

such as roads, power projects P° ^ nqo group says the 

and telecommunications to a 5b shoufo i make vast 

conntry-by-country soaal reeds ADB s Id m & 

such as health, education and it de- 

the environment. __ scribes as “policies, program- 

In a brief meeting with the mes ^ projects that cause 

NGOs Monday, Mr. Sato in- tremendous environmental, 

sisted that an increase of the ^ economic damage. 

ADB’s capital, which will dou- “£ V en after massive infusion 
ble its capital stock to $48 of capital into develop- 
billion, will go ahead. ing mefn ber countries over 28 

' Agreement on the capital years, the bank itself notes that 
increase was reached in March nearly three-quarters the 
after months of bitter wrung- worlds poor ^ve »n Asra, 


But most importantly, he 
aims to shift some of the 


sisted that an increase of the 
ADB’s capital, which will dou- 
ble its capital stock to $48 
billion, will go ahead. 

■ Agreement on the capital 
increase was reached in March 
after months of bitter wrang- 
ling between the ADB's mem- 
bers, which include 16 non- 
regional donor nations. Led by 
the United States, the donor 


said. It said some of its projects 
not only fail on quality but also 


erode natural resources and 
displace local communities. 


Judge gives green light to Solidere 


BEIRUT (R) — A Beirut 
judge rejected Tuesday a bid 
by opponents of Lebanon’s 
$1.8 billion Solidere company 
to stop it holding a general 
shareholders' meeting on 
Thursday. 

The decision cleared the way 
for Solidere, which is being 
formed to rebuild Beirut's war- 
devastated centre, to make its 
second attempt to incorporate 


itself. 

Company officials welcomed 
the decision and said they were 
confident Solidere will manage 
to incorporate itself at the 
meeting and that trading of its 
shares on a new Beirut secon- 
dary market will start in the 
second half of May. 

This will revive official 
equities trading in Beirut for 
foe first time since 1984 when 


REQUIRED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Call tel.: 696050 


from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
and from 4-7 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 
(Duty Unpaid) 


Chevrolet Superban, model 1994, blue metalic colour, 
full options, 2000 kms only, in excellent condition. 
Price: $28500 
Please call tel. 688641 


THE SWEDISH ORGANIZATION 
FOR INDIVIDUAL RELIEF 


IM 

SWEKLEH - TEL: 841156 


Has the pleasure to invite you to its exhibition and 
bazaar between 10:00 am and 5:00 p.m on Thursday 
■5/5/1994. and Friday #5ft994 . Drawings and works of 
^© TrieritaHy retarded children will -be displayed. 

LOCATION: Sweileh, between Sweileh Circle and 
ELBA HOUSE, Road Leading to MICROWAVE. 


WANTED 


Marketing Manager 
Software Programmer 
Industrial/Electrical Engineer 


Energy Management Services, a local Jordanian com- 
pany is looking for (male/female) with the following 
qualifications: 

1 . Working experience 3-6 years. 

2. Excellent command of spoken & written English. 

3. Computer skills. 

4. Own transport 

Interested applicants should submit their CVs (in 
English) together with recent photo to: 


Atfc General Manager 
P.O.Box 1372 
Amman 11118 Jordan 
Tel: (962-6) 838085 

(All applications will be treated confidentially). 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make certain to have your activi- 
ties well organised today as the 
Puces Moon square Venus and 
the Venus square to Saturn at 
midday can throw a monkey 
wrench into the best laid plans. 


through added vision. Strive for 
more harmony with family mem- 
bers. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can straighten out business 
affairs early in the day and gel 
the results you want. Use utmost 
care in motion today to avoid 
problems. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
An excellent day to put a new 
plan in motion. Friends and allies 
can be very cooperating. Take it 
easy tonight with your loved 
ones. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Be sure to keep promises 
you have made with associates. 
Take more interest in what your 
mate is doing and you both will 
be very happy today. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Listen to com- 
ments of closest lies and do your 
best to help them. Show courtesy 
at home and avoid a tense situa- 
tion which could develope. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Engage in new outlets that can 
bring' you greater abundance in 
the days ahead. Take no risks 
wifii your reputation or it could 
.be tarnished. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get rid of stumbling 
bloats in the path of your prog- 
ress. Make kjngrtange plans that 
could give you added income for 
the future. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Handle both career and civic 
affairs well during the day and 
later in recreations with conge- 
nial friends. Avoid a trouble- 
maker today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Plan a new enterprise 
well so that it can be successful 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Use more up- 
to-date methods where finances 
are concerned and get better 
results. Use care in travel so that 
you will have a wonderful time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take time to study 
new projects which could give 
you added income in the future. 
Express your finest talents to 
someone who oould help you be 
a great success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February J9) Look over your 
surroundings and make plans for 
improvement. Strive for in- 
creased harmony at home with 
those very special to you. 

PISCES: iFebniary 20 to March 
20) You may want to joint with 
friends for a good time but don’t 
forget to handle an important 
commitment first. Be wise in 
your decision which are made. 


the Beirut Stock Exchange 
closed down during the 1975- 
90 civil war. 

Lebanese officials say Soli- 
dere is the biggest private cor- 
poration in the Middle East 
and the project is billed as the 
biggest urban development 
project of the 1990s. . 

However, delays in incor- 
poration since its successful 
$650 million share subscription 
closed on Jan . . 20 have pre- 
vented the project getting 
under way. 

A group of 13 owners of 


property rights in the city cen-, 
tre who oppose the project had 
asked the Beirut court of ur- 
gent pleas to declare the sum- 
moning of the shareholders’ 
meeting illegal. 


The one million square 
metres (400 acres) to be de- 
veloped has been valued at 4 
$1.18 billion. Former owners 
and tenants are to be given 
Solidere shares totalling that 
amount in exchange for their 
rights but many have not yet 
received the shares. 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 


Consists ol two bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon, sitting room 
and dining room, plus fitted kitchen with all electrical 
appliances. German made (ALNO), centra/ heating, air- 
conditioning, Italian furniture, with telephone. Location: 
Shmeisani, near Philadelphia Hotel and Aramex. 

Please calf 664839 


PASTA & Meat For Dinner ! 


at the “Classiest Of The Classiest" i 81 6690 


Dinner 


Special offer 
for groups of 
four or more 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Htnrt Arnold and Wto ArgMon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles. 
one letter m each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


SMIPK 


TEAGA 



SNEFTA 


DRIMBO 


HOW THE YACHT- 
RACE LEFT THE 
NERVOUS 'SKIPPER 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: COWER PAYEE DENTAL FEDORA 
Answer She became the chief artist because she 
was — TOP 'DRAW-ER' 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B, 1 


ACROSS 
1 Certain iron ore 
6 Lasveftastty 
ID Practice boxing 

14 Dm 

15 Umi ol type size 



17 Hauled 

18 Makes hah 


19 General b helper 

20 Choose 

21 Submerged 

23 Worked leather 
25 Speeds 
27 Addict 

29 — square 

30 Puflta — . CWe 
32 Piece of smet 

Shot 

34 Cottage cheers 

35 Short jacket 
/ Reverse 

40 The Kingston — 

41 Damngo. e.g. 

43 Zeus' >tuer 

44 Fine goH scorn 
4G Withered 

47 'Take — from 
me“ 

45 Card game 
50 Light cons 

52 Network tenors 

54 

55 Once more 

56 Se contrite 
58 Cansi sfgW « 

60 Ban's bfl 

63 Upon 

64 TV's " — Team" 

66 Trojan — 

68 A Fountain 

69 Soothe 

70 Hoi spots 

71 Otherwise 

72 Gaelic 

73 Moves 
arduously 


m auiai 1 
aau aSaaJI 

mm 


laaa aaaiiS 
'■■■ anS 

» aau aaa 
aaga aaSSa 


«i »* hem Mm knen. me. 

AJUqmHunea 




SR each 

7 Celebrate 

8 Frost's "fiie 


DOWN 

1 informed about 

2 Place of 
confine mom 

3 Celebrate 

4 Wind air. 

5 Biblical body of 
waier 


9Ugm color 

10 Laurel 

11 Cetabram 

12 Wood lor 
cabinetwork 

13 Thin intone 
22 Valuable quality 
24 Guthrie 
26 Shoe pari 
28 Spanish Me 

30 Comic Johnson 

31 — ava 

33 Cotorins fuel 
36 Examines 

38 Neighbor cl 
Ontario 

39 Knocks 

4? News summary 
45 Merit 
4S Fluster ' 

5f Haphazardly 


tahSeta*. 


,nnnn nnnnn nTTnn 
pnnn rannnni nnnn 

ihnnrinnnnnn nnri»« 
inn-i rnnuno’ nSRBH 

i nnra ruinnnn 
Innnrcnnnnrann 

IHHEEE nnnn nmnn 
finrinn nnn nnnnn 
QfiiBR fimnn rnnnnrn 

nnn^ r '" n S n ™ 

nnnn n nnBrinnnnnn 

Hi! nnnnn BRSE 


57 Fencing sword 


52 Mourning band 59 Bargain mm 

53 CSmbing pepoer 61 Stave of yore 


62Mra. HST 
65 Ben — 

67 Eoaa 
















>inner 

816690 


Special offer 
or groups c! 
four or more 


vtters 

gram. /■'. 


i 

m 



Financial » ionlan Times 

Markets e4M **** raci * m wieh 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Ui. DeBar in Imarnatloflal NUffc«cs 


.Currency 

Mew Viwt 
Close 
** 2/5/94 

Staffing Pound- 

1.5155 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6474 

Swiss Franc 

1.4020 

French franc 

5 .6410 

{Japanese Yea 

101.64 

European Cnrreny Unit 

1.1703 


Singapore 
Close 
** 3/5/94 
r.5W5»« 


5.6513** 


1.1695** 


* USD IVr STC 


rnro qinucy Intaraxt RatM 


Currency 


Ui Dollar 


k 3/5/1994 



Earopeaa Cmwcy UbK 


3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


4.1300 

4.5000 

5. J300 

HfflHffil 

5.5600 

5. 1300 

5.0600 

5.0600 

3.7500 

3.7500 

3.7500 

5.5600 

5.5 600 

um 

2.0000 

2.1300 

2.5600 

5 .1100 

5.7500 

5.7500 


i runAai tA Mn UHMBBor qMoL 


USD/Oz JO/Gm* 
376.25 7.50 


5/5/1994' 
USD/Ox 1 JWGm 


3/5/1994 


Currency 
C.S. Dollar 
Stating Pound 
Dndsdhe Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yea* 
Dutch CtdMer 
Swedish Krona 
(lagan Lira 4 


0.4222 

0.4962 

0.1234 


0.4947 
0. 1240 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


m 

Off. 

m 


tetS&TKffSSS® MUon markets Tuesday ' 

... „ tni . _ « lonwifi Canadian dollar 

U.S. $1-00 costs }’2£52 a Deuisdicmarks 

S Dutch guilders 

1 2®« Swiss f™? 

h qf /05 Belgian francs 

. 5 A 440 / 9 O French francs 

> S IB*" te 

{fiv was Japanese yen 

7 °lwcm Swedish crowns 

7S8S0 ‘ Norwegian crowns 

i*i«nnn Danish crowns 


t 

iOne sterling . 

One ounce of gold 


13806/16 

1.6476/86 

1.8502/12 

1.4032/42 

30.91/95 

5.6440/90 

1585-2/6.7 

101.28/38 

7.6300/00 „ 

7.1480/30 

6.4580/30 

$1.5092*12 

$375.70/376.20 


Jordan National Bank 
boosts profit by 70% 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan National Bank reported Tuesday a 70 
per cent rise in net profits to 4.44 million dinars ($6.35 million) in 
1993 from 2.60 million dinars ($3.72 million) in 1992. 

The bank approved dividends of 100 fils (14 cents) per share 
against 180 fils (25 cents) in 1992. It is paying 912,724 dinars (SI .3 
million) of profits to shareholders compared to 1.642 million 
dinars ($2,349 million) in 1992. 

The bank attributed its profit rise to increased lending at better 
margins. It said pre-tax profits rose to 6.47 million dinars ($9.25 
million) from 4.37 million dinars (S6.26 million) in 1992. 

It plans in 1994 to raise its capital to 16 million dinars ($22.8 
million) from 9.13 million dinars ($13 million) by a private 
placement of 2,309.148 shares — 25 per cent of its capital — and 
the rest from reserves. 

Twenty per cent of equity in the bank, one of the country’s 
largest, is held outside Jordan, including Kuwait Investment 
Company. 

The bank, which had operated three branches in the Israeli 
occupied territories, plans to reopen a branch in the West Bank 
town of Nablus in 1994. 


East Asia does not 
need Western help 
— Singapore’s Lee 

NICE, France (R) — East Asia’s industrialised nations can 
fuel growth in China, Vietnam and other developing countries 
within the region without Western help if necessary, Singa- 
pore’s senior minister Lee Kuan Yew said Tuesday. 

Mr. Lee told a seminar ahead of the Asian Development 
Bank’s annual meeting here that there were growing percep- 
tions in East Asia that the United States and European Union 
(EU) wanted to contain the area's spectacular growth. 

“The reality is that in East Asia... there is already enuogh 
knowledge, capital and expertise to help industrialise Viet- 
nam, China and the rest of East Asia even if the U.S. or EU 
abstains from participation,’* Mr. Lee said. 

East Asian growth — which will account for one-thud of 
global gros domestic product by 2010 compared with just four 
per cent in 1960 — could not be thwarted, particularly in 
China, Mr. Lee said. 

“Protectionism in either the U.S. or EU can slow down 
_ growth (in East Asia), but in the process they will hurt 
themselves and hurt die world,” he said. 

It would be wiser for the West to take part in East Asia's 
growth because this would boost its exports and allow its 
companies to participate in infrastructure projects estimated at 
one trillion dollars over the coming decade, Mr. Lee added. 


Vietnam exports beer to U.S. 

HANOI (R1 — U.S. drinkers The brewery in Hue, a former 
will soon be able to quaff imperial capital in central Viet- 
Vietnamese beer by calling for nam, signed an agreement with 
a can of Hue. The Hue brew- a British company for the sale 
ery has just dispatched Viet- *° u -$: “S 6511 * 5 of contain- 

nam’s first container cargo of 192,000 bot- 

Y «rlr thr«- Valned flt S48 * 000 ' Th* 

Hue beer to New York three container was delivered to 
months after the end ot a shippers last week. “We had 
30-year U.S. trade embargo been waiting for the embargo 

against Hanoi, a spokesman to be lifted to carry out the 

for foe br ewery said Tuesday. deal,” the spokesman said. 


Former Kuwait oil minister 
says billions of dinars wasted 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s for- 
mer oil minister, reiterating 
charges by state auditors, said 
in remarks published Tuesday 
billions of dinars (dollars) in 
public funds had been squan- 
dered through bad oil sector 
investments in the 1980s. 

“Billions of dinars that be- 
long to this beleaguered people 
have been squandered by some 
of its own sons through bad 
investments, ” Ali A1 Baghli 
was quoted as saying by the 
English-language Arab Times 
and sister paper AI Seyasseh. 

He said that when he took 
office in 1992 “I was shocked 
by the complete blackout on 
certain important investments 
and activities of the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) 
which raised big controversies 
in this society. 

Sheikh Baghli. a member of 
parliament, launched bis 
attack on the past investment 
policy of the state oil con- 
glomerate at a reception Sun- 
day hosted by supporters in his 
constituency. 

Sheikh Baghli was oil minis- 
ter for 18 months before being 
replaced by historian and ou 
industry newcomer Abdul' 
Mohsen Al Mudej in an April 
13 cabinet reshuffle. As minis- 
ter Baghli automatically be- 
came chairman of KPC, a job 
now filled by Sheikh AI 
Mudej. 

“Many of the oil companies 
are facing failure and their 
organisational structures are 
detective,’’ Sheikh Baghli said. 

“We have put our hands at 
the faulty spots and started the 
long road of reforms assisted 
by honest and dedicated 
youths in the oil sector which 
should be a source of pride for 
this state, but only after rid- 
ding it of such impurities,” he 
pointed out. 

Sheikh Baghli’s comments 
coincided with the publication 
by newspapers of extracts from 
a state audit bureau report into 
KPC that said that former oil 
officials lost billions of dollars 
of public funds through mis- 
conduct or ineptitude. 

Much of the n ihasm of 
KPC’s performance has fo- 
cused on a string of acquisi- 
tions in the 1980s that trans- 
formed the state oil con- 


glomerate into an integrated 
world oil major. 

The bureau said KPC losses 
on investments in the acquisi- 
tions amounted to 1 .74 billion 
dinars (S5.85 billion), aside 
from other losses from sus- 
pected misconduct. 

Sheikh Baghli said that as 
minister he had had stormy 
sessions with KPC officials in 
meetings at which he deman- 
ded KPC firms broaden the 
selection of people who sat on 
their boards. He said some 
long-servine officials, “people 
witH humble capacities,” had 
seats on the boards of as many 
as eight KPC firms at one time'. 

"It was they who admitted 
sanctioning those failed invest- 
ments and managing it from 
that date until today, leading 
to disaster,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

“The confrontation was not 
with these persons only," he 
said. “In addition, it was with 
influential persons backing 
them from outside (KPC).” 

“They are a handful of in- 
fluential people that have iron- 
fist control over the oil sector 
but from behind the scenes. 
What is unknown is still much 
greater than this, but these will 
be uncovered one day because 
truth will prevail," he stressed. 

The bureau report was one 
of several ordered by the 
opposition-dominated parlia- 
ment amid uproar over charges 
of graft and negligence linked 
to losses of 54 billion from 
Kuwaiti investments in Spain 
and losses of millions of dollars 
by state owned Kuwait Oil 
Tanker Company (KOTC) in 
the 1980s and the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis. 

An economic consultancy 
has said that Kuwait's new oil 
minister should follow his pre- 
decessor's example of allowing 
prosecutors to probe allega- 
tions of misconduct in the oil 
sector. 

The private Al Shall Consul- 
tancy made the recommenda- 
tion in a favourable review of 
foe 18-month tenure of Sheikh 
Baghli. 

AJ Shall said in an economic 
commentary Sheikh Baghli 
had made fundamental and 
positive progress on several 
fronts, including creation of a 


clear strategy for Kuwait’s 
dealings with the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC). 

He also tried to improve oil 
industry management and re- 
move what Al Shall called the 
excessive individualism of the 
past. 

“For the first time in 
Kuwait's history, or perhaps in 
the region, an attempt was 
made to define an oil 
strategy,” Al Shall said. “An 
effort was made to institu- 
tionalise the conduct of work 
as opposed to the unchallenged 
individualism of the past. 

“A comprehensive, thorough 
evaluation of the industry's 
foreign-based and domestic 
companies was conducted - 
an attempt that might reveal 
many shortfalls and mishand- 
ling of public funds that used to 
occur in the past. Job descrip- 
tions and investment guideli- 
nes were sought.” it said. 

Referring to Sheikh Baghli ’s 
agreement to the prosecution 
o? former officials of KOTC on 
charges of illegal profiteering, 
Al Shall added: 

“The case was transferred to 
the public attorney with all 
relevant evidence,' some of 
which was seriously incriminat- 
ing. The case has subsequently 
been transferred, in a correct 
and needed measure, to the 
judicial system.” 

“We hope the new minister 
will take seriously the progress 
made in this and other similar 
major cases and thereafter 
build on this. We believe that 
putting such issues to rest after 
their completion will reflect 
well on the economy's per- 
formance,” Al Shall said. 

Former oil and finance 
minister. Sheikh Ali Khalifa Al 
Sabah, one of the most senior 
members of the ruling Sabah 
family to be accused in a cri- 
minal trial, and four others 
went on trial in February on 
charges of making illegal pro- 
fits from KOTC. 

• The other four face further 
charges of embezzlement and 
forging- documents. Sheikh Ali 
has denied all charges. Fellow 
accused Hassan QaBazard, the 
only other of foe accused to 
turn up for trial, has denied 
embezzlement- 


Oman set 
to list 
Bahraini 
firms on 
exchange 

ABU DHABI (R) — Oman 
and Bahrain are in foe final 
stages of linking their stock 
markets and full integration is 
expected this year, an Omani 
official has said. 

Mahmoud Jarwani, acting 
executive president of the 
Muscat Securities Market, said 
Oman has received applica- 
tions from Bahraini firms to be 
listed in Muscat. The market’s- 
board of directors will review 
them in their next meeting. 

“We got applications from 
Bahraini firms to be listed a 
few days ago. It is under con- 
sideration now,” be told Reu- 
ters by telephone from Oman. 
He said the applications were 
from two Bahraini finance 
houses but did not name them. 

The two countries signed an 
agreement in 1992 to cross-list 
securities before the year’s 
end. “I hope by the end of the 
year Bahrain and Oman will 
link markets frilly,” he said. 

“We have completed the 
technical affairs related to sell- 
ing, a centra] depository and 
disclosure requirements. We 
are at the final stage,” he 
■added. 

Oman’s stock market lists 93 
companies capitalised at 623.2 
million riyals ($1.6 billion). 
Mr. Jarwani said 34.5 million 
shares were traded in 1993 
worth 83.2 million riyals ($216 
million). Annual turnover is 
about $60 million. 

The six-member Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) also 
includes Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates. They plan to 
eventually link their stock mar- 
kets as part of a long-term 
target to form a common mar- 
ket. 

GCC citizens can own up to 
25 per cent of the share capital 
of public joint stock companies 
in Oman but with some excep- 
tions they can own up to 49 per 
cent. 








PROFESSIONALS 
ALWACFS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


FjMCKMG, MR FREIGHT 
FQMMHDMG, OOOR-tD 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




tvsj 


La vie Beauta 
center 

far Facial cleansing , Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing //ail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

Went Ae best French Ceemetke 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 



The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Canpany 

WorldCupUSm 


femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

Um Uihainah - TeL: 661217 



r Qii K 30 >cuSt 

RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


Bl K4MIVi./!ZE 

_■•? PUs 

Sports & program nic-s 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazfs 
are alwnvs 1 J.D. Each 


1*J*-*!*J* 

2nd-Cirde - Jabal Amman 
opp. French] Dar 

Tel.653482 _isu 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 




Open nightly 

Fran MB PJL to &M AJL 
Tuesday dosed 

Td : 685211 Fax: <17779 
Sait Hotel - Shmcawm 





DAIfOTEL 

ikj£qiji= 



f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

•Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol toQ Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00 - 3:30 p.m. 
&36 - Midnight 

V Air conditioned Han / 


The first 8 best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahli/yah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midni&t 

Telman 


«•' Um. ■•»»■>■» ra - 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

© Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks gg 

©Open Noons ^ 

& Evenings 



SOI K l MM UTHAINA 
AMMAN TEL. S159N7 


12 am -v. Late 


J1U4A 

db 

The Best Is 
Indian Ci'isiNE. 




"••• ' »-'•« l < V, .. H 

F o: rt jervalions call 6 i 1 3 sl 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 
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Akashi discusses total Bosnia truce 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — A 
U.N. mediator began efforts 
Tuesday to reach a total cease- 
fire between Muslims and 
Serbs and bead off an impend* 
ing battle for control of a 
strategic Serb corridor across 
northern Bosnia. 

U.N. special envoy Yasushi 
Akashi was meeting Bosnia's 
Muslim President Alija Izetbe- 
govic in Sarajevo and later. 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic in nearby Pale. 

“The main topic of his dis- 
cussions will be total ceasefire 
within Bosnia-Heraegovina”, 
U.N. Protection Force spokes- 
man Eric Chaperon told repor- 
ters in Sarajevo. 

U.N. sources told Reuters 
earlier Mr. Akashi would ask 
the Muslims and Serbs for per- 
mission to urgently deploy 
U.N. observers in the area 
around Brcko in northern Bos- 
nia where Serbs hold a corridor 
joining their territories. 

Mr. Akashi is racing against 
tune as fears grow that north- 
ern Bosnia could become the 
next flashpoint in the former 
Yugoslav republic’s war fol- 
lowing reports of a massive 
weapons buildup in the area. 

The Bosnian Serb-held river 
valley town of Brcko. mainly 
Muslim before die war, is in 
the bottleneck of a northern 
route that links Serb lands in 
Bosnia and Croatia to Serbia 
proper. 

Toe 70 per cent of Bosnian 
territory Serbs now control re- 
sembles a horaehoe and at one 
point near Brcko it is only five 
kilometres wide. Muslim 


forces are to die south and 
Croatia lies to the north. 

Bosnian government forces 
commander General Rasim 
DeKc, who visited the area 
Monday together with Mr. 
Izetebegovic, said: “Brcko is 
the key to the war in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina." 

“For our part we shall do 
everything to see that prepara- 
tions for the final showdown 
with the Chetniks (Serb forces) 
proceed in the best possible 
way," he said. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, calling Brcko and 
its environs a “flashpoint”, 
urged die United Nations to 
give it the same protective 
shield as six embattled Muslim- 
held parts of Bosnia that the 
world body has declared “safe 
areas." 

Mr. Karadzic rejected the 
idea: “We would not accept 
any type of change in the status 
.of Brcko. because Brcko adn 
the corridor is of vital interest 
for die Serbian nations.” 

General Sir Michael Rose, 
commander of U.N. troops in 
Bosnia, said he would need 
more troops if the United Na- 
tions were to extend its secur- 
ity guarantee to Brcko. 

He told a news conference 
during a meeting of Nordic 
defence ministers in Denmark: 
“We already have inadequate 
resources to sustain the opera- 
tions we have at die moment. 
If we took on more safe areas 
then of course one would ex- 
pect to have more resources 
allocated.” 

A U.N. official in Zagreb 


who did not wish to be identi- 
fied said the world organisa- 
tion was trying to rush in 
observers. 

“We have signs that all three 
-sides are consolidating troops 
in the area. We are obviously 
concerned, and we want U.N. 
military observers to be de- 
ployed there in the next couple 
of days," he told Reuters. 

Sarajevo Radio accused the 
Serbs of mounting the biggest 
military build-up since the be- 
ginning of the war and said on 
Tuesday army convoys kept 
pouring into the area. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA), in turn, claims die 
Muslims have amassed up to 
80,000 soldiers in the area. 

The BSA command Tuesday 
reported an overnight Muslim 
mortar attack eight kilometres 
southwest of Brcko to which 
the Serbs did not respond. 

Maj. Chaperon in Sarajevo 
said Mr. Akashi would also 
raise with the Serbs the ques- 
tion of Serb “militia” remain- 
ing within the three kilometres 
exclusion zone round Gorazde, 
as well as Serb violations of the 
exclusion zone around 
Sarajevo. 

Maj. Chaperon said French 
troops encountered a Serb 
tank being moved near the 
Serb barracks at Lukavica out- 
ride Sarajevo Monday in a 
violation of the Sarajevo exclu- 
sion zone. 

A NATO ultimatum thre- 
atening air strikes helped end a 
Serb siege around Gorazde last 
weekend. The Serbs were 


ordered to withdraw their in- 
fantry from a three kilometre 
zone around Gorazde and pull 
their heavy weapons back 20 
kilometres. 

Another topic would be the 
convoy of 168 British troops 
now being prevented from 
moving by the Serbs at Rogati- 
ca, he said. 

The British want to go to 
Gorazde to beef up some 500 
U.N. peacekeepers already 
there, but are now being held 
at Rogatica. Maj. Chaperon 
declined to describe them as 


Mr. Akashi said Gorazde 
was a “precondition, a test 
case” for U.N. credibility in 
resolring the Bosnian conflict 
in talks Tuesday with Bosnian 
Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic. 

The representative of U.N. 
chief Boutros Gbali said he 
would present the U.N. view 
on obtaining a “complete sta- 
bilisation” of the situation in 
Gorazde when he spoke to 
Serb officials in Pale. 

Mr. Akashi responded de- 
fensively to questions concern- 
ing a telegraxnme sent to him 
by Dr. Ghali indicating that 
high-ranking U.N. officials 
were making statements critic- 
al of United States policy, and 
that the comments were “un- 
acceptable.” 

He repeated the official 
position that U.N. representa- 
tives “should refrain from 
commenting on the policies of 
member governments.” He 
said he tod not considered 
resigning following Dr. Ghali's 
implicit rebuke. 


Seoul slams North’s armistice pullout 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea's 
newly-appointed unification 
minister Tuesday slammed as 
“irresponsible” Communist 
North Korea's abrupt moves to 
annual the armistice pact 
which baked the 1950-53 Ko- 
rean War. 

“It is irresponsible be- 
haviour which stifles the cur- 
rent armistice pact,” said Lee 
Hong-Koo, who was appointed 
last Saturday. 

The North last week told 
United Nations forces sta- 
tioned in South Korea it would 
mrifaterally pull out of the 
Military Armistice Commis- 
sion (MAC), which works to 
maintain peace along the tense 
250 kilometre border between 
the two Korean 

The North has boycotted 
MAC meetings since a South 
Korean general was appointed 
bead of the fi r t-pcn co UNC 
delegation in March 1991, re- 
placing an American. 

North Korea, which has de- 
fied the United Nations by 
refusing to allow full inspection 
of its nuclear facilities by Inter- 
nationa] Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA) officials, last week 
proposed negotiations with the 
United States to replace the 
armistice with a peace agree- 
ment. 


Mr. Lee said the North must 
first clear up allegations that it 
was covertly developing nuc- 
lear weapons before taking up 
the issue of a peace treaty. 

“The North must promptly 
normalise operations of the 
MAC and cease activities 
winch disrupt peace on the 
peninsula,” he told repor- 
ters. 

South Korean analysts de- 
scribed die North's withdrawal 
from the commission as highly 
political. They said its aim was 
to divert world attention from 
a bitter controver sy over the 
North's suspected nuclear 
programme and seek the upper 
hand in negotiations with the 
United States. 

“We will soon provide steps 
to tackle the problem in con- 
sultation with the United 
States,” a Foreign Ministry 
official said. 

Foreign Minister Han Sung- 
Joo told reporters Tuesday the 
issue of signing a peace treaty 
was a matter for Seoul and 
Pyongyang as agreed between 
the two rides m late 1991. 

“The United States is a 
signatory to the armistice and 
therefore will get involved in 
that sense.” Mr. Han said. 

“But the United States fully 
agrees with Seoul that the mat- 
ter is for the too Koreas to 


resolve," be said. 

The too Koreas signed a 
non-aggression pact in Decem- 
ber 1991 which requires the 
two rides to take a series of 
tension-reducing steps, but 
none of them has been im- 
plemented because of the row 
over the North's nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

“The North has been trying 
to drive a wedge between the 
South and the United States by 
excluding the South from 
negotiations on the North's 
nuclear problem and other 
issues,” said an analyst at the 
Unification Ministry. 

“The primary goal of the 
Northern regime is to force the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces in 
the South by agreeing with the 
United States to replace the 
armistice with a peace treaty," 
he said. 

Washington maintains a 
force of 36,000 men in the 
south, a legary of the Korean 
War, when a U.S.-led United 
Nations alliance fought off a 
Northern invasion. 

Military commanders from 
North Korea, the United 
States and China, which aided 
the North during die Korean 
War, were signatories to a 
military truce that was never 
converted into a peace treaty. 


Storm kills at least 100 in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — A severe 
storm tearing through south- 
eastern Bangladesh with driv- 
ing rain and winds of op to 290 
kilometres per hour lulled 
more than 100 people, injured 
about 500 and left at least 
150,000 homeless, officials said 
Tuesday. 

They said the toll could rise 
when officials and rescue 
teams, scouring scenes of de- 
vastation after Monday night’s 
storm, reported in. 

“The magnitude of the disas- 
ter is being assessed, and 1 fear 
it would be high,” said an 
official at Cox's Bazar. 

He said the majority of the 
dead and hundreds injured 
were Burmese Rohingya re- 
fugees living in camps near 
Coot’s Bazar and Teknaf, both 
in the direct path of the vi- 
rions storm. 

“We have just received the 
first reports and the toll will 
definitely rise when tire details 
are available,” said Enamul 
Kabir, deputy commissioner of 


Gen's Bazar before be left for 
Teknaf. 

Bangladesh's wont storm in 
April 1991 killed over 138,000 
people along die coast and on 
about a dozen islands in die 
Bay of Bengal. It caused prop- 
erty and crop losses of S3 W- 
bou. 

Mr. Kabir said Monday's 
storm destroyed 90 per cent of 
the bouses m Teknaf and on 
Saint Martin's Island on the 
bay. “Details are still awa- 
ited,” be told reporters. 

The Kutubdia and Mabesb- 
khah Islands, which suffered 
the brant of the 1991 cyclone, 
were badly (tit again, Cox's 
Bazar officials said without giv- 
ing details. 

The latest storm, spawned in 
the bay, slammed through 
Cox's Bazar and neighbouring 
areas at 175 kilometres per 
hour, local meteorology offi- 
cials said. 

But it spared the densely- 
populated Chittagong Fort ab- 
out 150 kilometre s away. 


The' Bangladesh Navy was 
sent fine a vessel with medical 
and relief supplies to St. Mar- 
tin's Island, a navy spokesman 
said. 

Relief officials said 
emergency food and medical 
supplies were being distributed 
in the badly-hit areas. 

Disaster control officials said 
many areas along the coast 
were inundated by a sea surge, 
about six metres high, trig- 
gered by the stroog winds. 

Officials and cyclone pre- 
paredness volunteers Monday 
moved about 400,000 people to 
safety while thousands more 
moved out of the area volun- 
tarily. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia 'called in the 
army, navy and air force to 
support relief operations and 
sent out ministers to coordin- 
ate efforts. 

“We must poll out aD stops 
to save fives and property,” 
she told a cabinet meeting 
Monday. 


U.S. shows interest in military option on Haiti 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
With pressure mounting on the 
Clinton administration to bring 
an end to the Haiti crisis. U.S. 
officials are signalling in- 
creased interest in the possibil- 
ity of military action to restore 
democracy there. 

The administration has shied 
away from military force be- 
cause of potential U.S. casual- 
ties and for an involvement to 
which no end could be fore- 
seen. With no obvious U.S. 
strategic interest at stake, sup- 
port for the military option has 
been limited. 

Publidy. the administration 
stuck Monday to its long- 
standing position of refusing to 
rule out use of military force in 
Haiti. 

“I will say only that we don't 
find it usefti! to rule out any 
option,” said White House 
press secretary Dee Dee 
Myers. 


“The administration has 
neither ruled in nor out this 
particular option,” deputy 
State Department spokesr 
woman Christine Shelly said. 

Congressional backing for 
the use of force has been in- 
creasing. At a dosed hearing 
last week Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott and De- 
puty National Adviser Sandy 
Berger testified on the point 
before the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the House of 
Representatives, 

One source familiar with the 
proceedings said it was appa- 
rent that suppon for conadera-: 
tion of the use of force extends 
on Capitol Hill beyond a few 
members of the black Caucus 
in Congress. 

It b not dear, however, 
whether the signs of increased 
administration attention to the 
military option mark a turning 
point or whether they are 


merely intended to scare 
Haiti's generals into surrender- 
ing power. Two published re- 
ports m recent days said use of 
force is being considered. 

Ms. Shelly said the adminis- 
tration, for now, is hopeful 
that pressure will be suffident 
to oust foe military and a res- 
tore deposed President Jeao- 
Bertrand Aristide. The focus 
this week is on the United 
Nations, where the administra- 
tion is pushing for tightened 
international sanctions against 
Haiti. 

Under the proposal, top 
military and police officials in 
Haiti would have 15 days to 
quit or leave before a total 
economic embargo took effect. 

The administration has 
doubted whether an embargo 
will be sufficient. There is a 
widespread perception that 
embargoes hurt common peo- 
ple. 


‘House of 
horror’ wife 
charged 
with 4th 
murder 

GLOUCESTER, England (R) 
— The wife of accused serial 
killer Frederick West was 
charged Tuesday with a fourth 
murder in Britain's grisly 
House Of Horror case. 

Rosemary West, 40, was re- 
manded in police custody when 
she appeared briefly in a 
Gloucester court to be formal- 
ly charged with the joint mur- 
der with her husband of Swiss 
student Tberse Siegeo thaler, 
who disappeared in 1974 aged 
21 . 

Last week, the motber-of- 
eigfat was charged, jointly with 
Mr. West, of murdering three 
girts in 1973. Mr. West, a 
52-year-old builder, has been 
charged with 10 murders, in- 
cluding his first wife Catherine 
and his 16-year-old daughter 
Heather. 

Mrs. West is also accused of 
taking part — with too men — 
m die rape of a teenage girl 
and with assaulting a seven- 
year-old boy. 

Nine of Mr. West's victims 
were exhumed from the West 
family home at 25 Cromwell 
Street — dubbed the House Of 
Horror by Britain’s media — 
since police began their grue- 
some investigation at the end 
of February. 


Thousands 
Rwanda as 

NAIROBI, Kenya (Agencies) 
— Relief agencies worked' to 
reach thousands of hungry, ter- 
rified people hiding through- 
out Rwanda Tuesday as ethnic 
fighting continued for the 27th 
day. 

Several international efforts 
were under way to try to 
negotiate an end to the blood- 
bath drat has killed more than 
100,000, and to get aid to an 

estimated 1.3 million displaced 
in the tiny central African na- 
tion. 

Small arms fire was heard 
Tuesday morning in the capit- 
al, Kigali, where civilian gangs 
and militias still control much 
of downtown, said U.N. 
spokesman Abdul Kabia. 

He said there are reports 
that massacres may have dimi- 
nished in the city, but slaughter 
and banditry continue in the 
countryside, particularly in 
southern areas controlled by 
die army and militias. 

Mr. Kabia said military 
observers hoped later in the 
day to evacuate some 300 peo- 
ple sheltering under U.N. pro- 
tection in Kigali's Mflles Col- 
lines Hotel. 

The United Nations had sta- 
tioned armoured personnel 
carriers outside the hotel more 
than a week ago following re- 
ports that the displaced would 
be massacred. It had been 
asking the government for 


are in hiding throughout 
fighting continues 


several days to let the people 
leave. 

“We got an agreement 
yesterday that the people can 
go to the area of their choice,” 
Mr. Kabia said by phone from 
Kigali. “I dunk they want to go 
home.” 

U.N. officials estimate that 
some 20,000 people are 
sheltering in unguarded chur- 
ches throughout Kigali as well 
as in die known U.N. safe 
havens of the stadium. King 
Faisal Hospital and two hotels. 

Many more are still locked 
in their homes in the capital, 
while an estimated 250,000 of 
the city's 350,000 population 
have fled, said Emery B russet, 
spokesman for the U.N.'s 
Emergency Humanitarian 
Effort in Rwanda. 

Rwandan rebels and govern- 
ment representatives gathered 
Tuesday in the northern 
Tanzanian town of Arusha, 
where the United Nations and 
Tanzania are trying to broker 
peace talks, diplomats said. 

U.N. envoy to Rwanda 
Jacques- Roger Booh-Booh 
met separately with both rides 
to persuade the rebels to open 
face-to-face talks with the in- 
terim government which they 
do not recognise. 

The rebel Rwanda Patriotic 
Front has ruled out a dialogue 
with the “government of kil- 
lers” and said its representa- 


tives would go to Arusha only 
to brief Tanzanian officials on 
their position in the Rwandan 
conflict. 

Organisation of African Un- 
ity Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim and Tanzanian 
Prime Minister John Malecela, 
who is to chair the talks, were 
expected in Arusha later Tues- 
day, according to diplomats 
contacted by telephone. 

Ten days ago Tanzania 
failed to bring the two sides to 
the negotiating table for an 
earlier round of talks, also in 
Arusha where the rebel and 
government signed peace 
accords last August to end a 
three-year civil war. 

The government delegation 
failed tojtnrn up, and the re- 
bels said that they would refuse 
to talk to them even if they did. 

But the rebels have agreed 
to meet military officers to 
discuss ways to halting the car- 
nage in Rwanda, which has 
cost more than 100,000 lives 
since the death of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana in an 
April 6 rocket attack on his 
plane rekindled the war and 
plunged then tiny Central Afri- 
can country into chaos. 

The U.N.’s refugee agency 
warned Tuesday of a looming 
health ''catastrophe’’ at a 
makeshift camp in Tanzania 
packed with 250.000 hungry 
Rwandan refugees. 


Berlusconi: No fascist ministers in government 


ROME (AFP) — Italian Prime 
Minister-Delegate Silvio Ber- 
lusconi has stressed there will 
be “no fascist ministers" in his 
government as the risk of fasc- 
ism “does not correspond to 
reality” in Italy. 

Taking questions late Mon- 
day from reporters, Mr. Ber- 
lusconi took up the issue which 
has given Italy's allies cause for 
concern since the National 
Affiance, largely made up of 
elements within the neo-fascist 


MSI, polled 13 per cent of the 
vote in the general election last 
March. 

Along with the Northern 
League and Mr. Berlusconi’s 
own Forza Italia movement, 
Che National Affiance is set to 
become a coalition partner in 
the next Italian government. 
Alliance leader Gianfranco 
Fim has defined die organisa- 
tion as “post-fascist” but has 
also described Italy's former 


fascist leader Benito Mussolini 
as one of the “greatest political 
figures” of the century. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who Mon- 
day began conferring with so- 
cial groups broadly allied to his 
movement prior to drawing up' 
a list of potential cabinet minis- 
ters, has looked to exdude 
“fascists” from his administra- 
tion while taking care not to Car 
Che National Affiance with the 
fascist label. 



SUICIDE DOCTOR FREE: Dr. Jack 

Kevorkian (centre) makes his way through the 
media to his attorneys’ car after the Jury gave 
him his victory in Detroit’s Recorders Court 
Monday. Kevorkian was found innocent of 
altering in the suicide of Thomas Hyde last 
sammw. Mr. Hyde s nffe ied from amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, a fatal fitness. If convicted. Dr. 


Ke v or ki a n could have fac ed four years In jafi 
and a $2,090 fine. The 12-member jury, consist- 
ing of nine women and three men, deliberated 
for about 10 hours over a three-day period. Dr. 
Kevorkian has attended 20 saiddes since (990 in 
Us righl-to-dfe crusade. Three previous cases 
against Dr. Kevorkian have been (brown out of 
Michigan courts on constitutional grounds. 


Belgium has freest press — survey 


WASHINGTON (Agcndcs) 
— Belgium enjoys the world's 
freest press, followed by New 
Zealand, Australia and Nor- 
way, according to a survey 
released Tbesday by the hu- 
man rights group Freedom- 
House. 

Tied for fifth place were 
Denmark, Germany, Sweden 
and Switzerland in the survey 
that looked for “vibrancy, di- 
versity and lack of government 
encumbrance” of the press. 

The United States followed, 
in a tie with Luxembourg. 

The survey, titled Press 
Freedom Worldwide: 1994, 
gauges the extent to which 
newspapers, radio and televi- 
rion permit a free flow of ideas 
to and from the public in 186 
countries. 

It said the United States lost 
points because of the increas- 
ing dominance of major media 
groups and said that "skyrock- 
eting costs of publishing and 
radcasting'' tend to make 
U.S. -editorial content more 
vulnerable to the influence of 
ratings and advertising. 

Freedom House said the 
least free press was in Iraq. 
Others in the bottom echelon 
were Cuba, Tajikistan, North 
Korea, Burma, Turkmenistan, 
Sudan an d China. 

Of the 186 countries listed, 
two — Afghanistan and Soma- 
lia — were deemed impossible 
to monitor “because central 
governance has broken down, 
repression is complete and 
data are unreliable.” 

Leonard Sussman, a Free- 
dom House scholar in interna- 
tional communications who 
was the study coordinator, 
said: “Although the press in 
the freest countries is the 
watchdog over government. 


many governments, even in 
some democracies, are seeking 
to be watchdogs over the news 
media.” 

The study said press free- 
dom peaked worldwide with 
post-Commiuiist liberalisations 
m 1989 but has declined since. 

The survey covered Jan. 1, 
.'1993 to April 15 of this year 
and was released on the United 
Nations' International Press 
Freedom Day. 

Overall, 68 countries, or ab- 
out 37 per cent, were judged to 
fall in the broad category of 
having ^free” media, meaning 
journalists are “nearly free” of 
political pressure and other in- 
terference. 

The press was called "partly 
free” in 64 countries, or 34 per 
cent, while 54 countries, 29 per 
cent, were said to have a press 
that is “not free,” indicating a 
high degree of government 
control, including frequent 
physical threats against jour- 
nalists. 

Freedom House said 76 
journalists were killed in 27 
countries in the period covered 
by the study. 

Freedom House is a New 
York-based, non-partisan 
human-rights organisation that 
monitors poifei^f rights and 
civil liberties around the world. 
It was funded with a gram from 
Freedom Forum, a foundation 
based in Arlington. Virginia, 
that promotes free press and 
free speech. 

UNESCO marks 
Press Day 

Pictures taken by Associated 
Press and Reuters photo- 
graphers slain while working in 
Somalia went on display at 
UNESCO headquarters to 


mark World Press Freedom 
Day. 

The exhibit, which is travell- 
ing around the world, is part of 
the U.N. Education; Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation's 
(UNESCO) effort to celebrate 
die day worldwide Tuesday. 

The display commemorates 
AP photographer Hansi 
Kranss. Reuters photo- 
graphers Dan Eldon and Hos 
Mama, and Reuters television 
sound technician Anthony 
Mach aria. 

They were attacked and kil- 
led by an angry crowd last year 
as they tried to cover the after- 
math of a United Nations heli- 
copter assault in die Somali 
capital, Mogadishu. 

UNESCO Director-General 
Federico Mayor inaugurated 
the exhibit Monday. Called 
“Images Of Conflict" it dis- 
plays 20 prints from each of the 
three photographers and sound 
recorded by Mach aria. 

“Journalism has become an 
increasingly dangerous profes- 
sion, yet this has not deterred 
brave men and women from 
doing their part in the search 
for truth, the sharing of in- 
formation, and the budding of 
democracy,” Mr. Mayor said. 

Elsewhere, UNESCO is also 
helping unveil a memorial for 
journalists killed during the 
Yugoslav civil war, organising 
a conference on truth in media 
in Moscow, and holding work- 
shops in Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz- 
stan, and Western Samoa. 

Mr. Mayor said that 75 jour- 
nalists from the print and 
, broadcast media were killed in 
1993, 50 of them while cover- 
ing armed conflict and some by 
extremist groups. 

World Press Freedom Day 
was declared bv the United 


Nations General Assembly in 
1993 based on a UNESCO 
resolution stating that an inde- 
pendent, pluralistic and free 
press is essential for democrat 
cy. : 

Meanwhile the French group 
Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF) said Tuesday, at least 63 
journalists were killed in the 
line of duty in 1993, and some 
. 124 were detained by author- 
ities for expressing their opin- 
ions. 

At least 30 other journalists 
were killed last year but it 
could not be determined 
whether they were on assign- 
ment at the time of their 
deaths, it said in a 506-page 
annual report. 

The French newsletter Cor- 
respondence De La Presse said 
the 1993 figures compared with 
61 journalists killed in 1992 
and 123 detained. 

RSF said tire death compris- 
ed nine in Algeria, eight in 
Bosnia and Russia, four in 
Colombia, Georgia and Soma- 
lia, three in Angola, Mexico, 
Tajikistan and Turkey, two in 
India and one in South Africa, 
Azerbaijan' Britain, Congo; 
Guatemala, Italy, Lebanon; 
Lithuania, Peru, Philippines, 
Rwanda and Venezuela. 

RSF said in a separate state- 
ment that the deaths of two 
Americans in Bosnia Sunday 
brought to 17 the number of 
journalists killed this year. 

The 1994 figures comprise 
six killed in Algeria, five in 
Bosnia, two m South Africa 
and Somalia, and one in Egypt 
and Iraq. 

Among the at least 124 jour- 
nalists detained on Jan. 1 were 
21 in China, 15 in Turkey, 10 in 
Syria, nine in Iraq and Viet- 
nam. eight in Kuwait. 


Assault charge 
against actor 
dismissed 

LOS ANGELES (R) 
judge has dismissed misde- 
meanor vandalism and assault 
charges against actor Jack 
Nicholson, who had been ac- 
cused of smashing a motonst s 
widescreen with a golf club. 
Over the objections of pro- 
secutors, Municipal Court 
Judge Martin Suits ruled dur- 
ing a court hearing that the 
victim's complaint had been 
satisfied by a civil settlement 
reached with Nicholson in 
March and that a criminal case 
was not warranted. Robert 
Blank, 38. alleged that wtote 
he was stopped at a traffic 
light, Nicholson got out of fas 
car carrying a golf chib and 
accused him of cutting him off. 
The Academy Award-winning 
actor, best known for playing 
volatile characters in such films 
as One Flew Over The Cuck- 
oo’s Nest and The Shining, 
then battered the roof of 
Blank *5 car with a golf club and 
smashed his windscreen, Mr. 
Blank said. 

Drug hijacker 
thwarted when ca* 
breaks down 

BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
Macao man armed with an 
AK-47 assault rifle hijacked a 
Bangkok taxi for a drug deliv- 
ery, but was caught when the 
vehicle broke down, police 
said Tuesday. Lai Seng Po, 28, 
flagged the cab down in the 
Lad Prao district of Bangkok 
Monday, then panicked when 
the driver asked where to go. 
Police said he produced the 
rifle, shoved the driver over to 
the passenger seat, shooting 
him in the leg in the process. 
Lai later explained that he 
intended to drive to Pattaya, a 
beach resort area 150 
kilometres southeast of Bang- 
kok, to deliver heroin. Bnt the 
taxi broke down after a few 
kilometres. Lai fled on foot, 
firing two shots at pursuing 
police. But he was eventually 
overpowered. Police said 1.5 
kilogrammes (three pounds) of 
heroin was found in his jacket. 
Press reports said Lai had been 
living in Thailand illegally. 

U.K. firms lose 
women managers 

LONDON (R) — The num^sr 
of women managers in top 
British companies has fallen 
for the first time in 20 years, 
according to an Institute of 
Management survey Tuesday. 
The percentage of women 
managers had grown steadily 
from just 1.8 per cent in 1974 
to 10.2 per cent in 1993. But 
the figure has dropped back to 
9.5 per cent so far this year. 
The survey, covering more 
than 330 British firms, said the 
number of women section 
leaders and department heads 
had fallen and the number of 
women directors had stayed 
constant at 1993 levels of 2.8 
pci cent after a steady in- 
crease since 1974. The institute 
described the survey results as 
a shock”. Director General 
Roger Young said: “For years 
we have been delighted to re- 
cord women’s increasing prog- 
ress at all levels of manage- 
ment but now they have suf- 
fered a setback.” He said the 
reasons were unclear, but sug- 
gested some women could be 
rcarting against the non fami- 
jy-friendly policies of some 
large companies and opting to 
set up their own firms. FSe 
survey also found that women 
continue to be paid less than 
male bosses or directors. The 
manager earns 

5 2 f*7 S7n\\ 80) ’ a,inost 

£5,000 ($7,570) less than her 
male counterpart, while a 
woman director’s average sal- 
ary is £56,000 ($8477801 
almost £20,000 ($30,280) 
tnan a male director. 

Macau man’s 
organ reattached, 
wife gone 

HONG KONG (R) _ n* 
severed penis of a 43-year old 
man in Macau was successfully 
reattached in a four-hour op- 
eration, the Portuguese News 
A genc y (LUS A) said Tuesday 
Hospital sources said “about 
too-timds” of Wong Ch«£S! 

Do s penis had been cut trff 
before he entered the operat- 
mg theatre Monday n»Z 
the agency reported, ft said tire 
penis was carried to the hosoit- 

oe Mr. Wong, who also suf- 
fered wounds to his scrotum 

The agency said 
the orami^aiices surrounding 
the incident were unclear? 
tptoted neighbourhood sources 

as savtna 



couple had share 
wth two female 
They said Mr. W 
wife were construe 
who had had free 
scenes of jealous 
were quot 
Mr. Wong was 
quite well”. 
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By Aken Banaayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Abli, Al 
J^ireh, AI Abbasi and Al jalil 
Wednesday begin their quest 
Jo*" th® first of the season's 
basketball titles when they play 
their opening matches in the 
second round of the under 
U-22 competition. 

The four teams made it to 
the final round after topping 
the standings in the first round 
where participating teams had 
been divided into two groups- 
Group 1 included Al Ahli, Ai 
Abbasi, Yarmouk, Homern- 
men and Abu Nusair, while the 
second group included AI 
Jazireh, Al Jalil, Gazzet 
Hashem and Al Watani. 

The second round of the 
competition is expected to be 
very competitive and interest- 
ing. However, basketball fans 
seem to be missing out on the 
action so far with only a hand- 
fill of dub officials and fans 
following the matches. 

The top four teams have 
demonstrated a promising 
standard that shows an emph- 
asis on preparing a younger 
lineup of players that would 
both represent their clubs in 
different age groups in addi- 
tion to playing alongside their 
senior teams in their respective 
divisions. 

Al Ahli and Al Jazireh are 
expected to be the top conten- 
ders for the title. However, a 
difficult task lies ahead as they 
face two aspiring teams — Al 
Abbasi and Al Jalil. 

Both At Abli and Al Jazireh 
were the only unbeaten teams 
in the first round, although Al 
Hali scored more impressive 
and convincing victories thanks 
to well experienced players, 
including Mohammad and 
Taimour Sbamali, Ramez 
Hammoudeb, Wisam Nino, 
Zeid Aik has, Faisal Ensour 
and Riyad Ayesh, in addition, 
to an abundant number of sub- 
sti fa tes. 

Al Ahli beat Al Yarmouk 
125-71; Abu Nusair 16043; 
Homentmen 140-55 and Abba- 
si 98-65. 

Al Jazireh had a more diffi- 
cult path. They overcome Al 
Watani 91-62; Al Jalil 84-75 
and Gazzet Hashem 116-36. 


their team means business 
when they became the first 
team to qualify to the second 
round of the tournament. 

Al Abbasi, formerly a lowly 
second division club, lost only 
.to Ai Ahli. They defeated Al 
Yarmouk 7747 (46-26). Ho- 
mentmen 7143 (29-18) and 
Abu Nusair 98-24 (52-10). 

AI Abbasi’s young team, led 
by Ashraf Samara, Tareq Naj- 
jar and lyad Zalatimo, has 
been playing with greater con- 
fidence since they beat Al 
Orthodoxi to clinch in the U-19 
competition back in January. 

Ai Jalil have also demons- 
trated that they are a team to 
be reckoned with despite with- 
drawing against Al Jazireh in 
the final minutes of their first 
round match. Al Jazireh had 
barely won the first half 4341 
and were leading 84-75 when 
the match was suspended. 

Al Jalil had defeated Al 
Watani 75-51 and Gazzet 
Hashem 84-37. 

Abu Nusair, the only winless 
team of the competition, 
finished 9th. 

The round deciding 5-8th 
places seemed to be inconclu- 
sive, as Gazzet Hashem opted 
' not to play Al Yarmouk for 5th 
and 6th places since their team 
had a simultaneous match in a 
tournament for teams in the 
north of the Kingdom. 

The other match grouping 
Al Watani and Homentmen 
for seventh and eight places 
was discontinued when Ho- 
mentmen opted to halt the 
match and lodged a complaint 
with the JBFs referees com- 
mittee citing ‘substandard re- 
ferring." 

Homentmen had finished 
fourth in group 1 after a 5644 
(31-21) win over Abu Nusair. 
Al Watani bad finished last 
group 2 with two losses and a 
withdrawal against Gazzet 
Hashem. 

The Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration (JBF) bad opted to 
commence the 1994 season 
with the U-22 tournament — 
the first of the season’s 12 
competitions — because it was' 
cancelled in 1993. 

However, many players this 
year also missed the competi- 
tion since the JBFs regulations 


Al Hussein, Al Karak, Ai 
Wifaq. Anjarah. Al Mafraq 
and Ai Husun clubs did not 
play this season. 

According to the JBFs 1994 
regulations, fust division teams 
are required to compete in at 
least two age groups, while 
second division teams in only 
One age group. 

This year the first division 
includes only seven teams: Al 
Ahli, Al Orthodoxi, Jazireh, 
Jalil. Watani* Hussein, and 
Homentmen. Two teams will 
be relegated in iy94 and only 
one team will be promoted 
from the second division mak- 
ing the total number of com- 
peting teams only six in 1995 
compared to eight until 1993. 


JBF reschedules 
£994 competitions 


dtoci-d. 


Al JiSrofa laS year wontbe . ^P^^t only those born 
boys U-I4 'tides and fmishea y ’ : *^ fter ^ ca,r ^ 
second in the U-19 competi- i^y ptey^ born in 1972 and 


non. 

Their ambitions team is led 
by Ghaitb Ennabi, Anwar 
Haddad, and new recruit Nas- 
er Aiawneh who* moved from 
Al Hussein for a reported sum 
ofJD 5000. 

However. Al Abbasi are un- 
doubtedly the surprise of the 
competition. They proved that 


many players born in 1972 and 
who are still just under 22 
could not compete for the 
second consecutive year. 

Most teams were un- 
doubtedly affected by this 
technicality. Titleholders Al 
Orthodoxi, who won the last 
U-22 championship in 1992 
opted not to participate this 
year. Similarly Al Ashrafieh, 


In an unprecedented proce- 
dure, the JBF board met with 
representatives of first, second 
and third division clubs to 
ascertain their complaints and 
apprehensions regarding the 
schedule of upcoming competi- 
tions and agree upon the most 
appropriate dates, taking into 
consideration school and uni- 
versity exams and a host of 
other related issues that hinder 
competitions and cause numer- 
ous postponements throughout 

the season. 

JBF secretary Ghaleb Bala- 
wi stressed that only dubs 
whose representatives were 
present would be allowed to 
compete in age-group competi- 
tions, and that any dub not 
attending the meeting would 
not be allowed to complain to 
the timing of scheduled com- 
petitions. 

The unavailability of a court 
of the JBFs use proved to be a 
big obstacle to the readjust- 
ment of competitions as most 
matches are played at the 
Sports Palace which is usually 
over-booked by other federa-. 
tiens. 

As the U-22 is now under- 
way, the next event will be the 
U-16 tournament, which will 
be followed by the third divi- 
sion, women’s and U-18 com- 
petitions. 

The second division and U- 
14 competitions will be held 
simultaneously. While the sea- 
son will end with the first 
division championship which 
will begin Nov. 3 following the 
national team’s return from the 
Asian Games in Hiroshima. 

The JBF will also supervise 
Al Jazireh’s international 
women's basketbaU tourna- 
ment July 22-29, and organise 
a tournament on the occasion 
of His Majesty King. Hussein’s 
birthday, and the Jordan Cup 
in December. 


Darby hands title to M. United 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United clinched their second 
successive English league 
championship (ace Monday 
when nearest rivals Blackburn 
lost 2-1 at Coventry.* . 

Defender Julian Darby final- 
ly ended a Blackburn's dogged 
challenge for the title with a 
goal in each half. 

Blackburn were left trailing 


the champion by five points 
with only one game remaining 
after Monday’s defeat. 

Kenny Dalglish’s team had 
to settle for the consolation of 
a UEFA Cup place — their 
first venture into European 
competition next season. 

Coventry rocked Blackburn 
when Darby put them ahead 
after just 11 minutes. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITK OMAR SHARIF 
& T&NNAH H1RSCH 

lofcunj Ur*. 


But Blackburn kept their 
nerve and equalised in the 29th 
minute when England defen- 
der Graeme le Saux scored his 
second goal of the season with 
a cracking drive from well out- 
side the box. 

Darby, a mid-season buy 
from Bolton who had scored 
only three goals for Coventry 
before Monday, sank Dalg- 
lish’s side with a second goal in 
the 55th minute. 

Unmarked in the penalty 
area. Darby slipped the ball 
under goalkeeper Tim Row- 
ers’ hands , 


HELD UP BY A HOLD-UP 


Boih vulnerable. South deals. 
MORTH 
* 10 3 

■: 10 a 4 

: A 10 9 8 7 
4 A 10 9 

WEST EAST 

*K<J82 ♦ Q 7 8 S 

C 653 TKQJ9 

■64 K 3 2 

*8732 465 

SOUTH 
4 A 9 4 
;■ A 7 2 

. Q J 5 , 

*KQ J4 
The bidding: 

South Weal North East 

1 NT Pens 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pans 

Opening lead: Two of * 

There b a time for everything 
under the nun. Just make sure, when 
you adopt a lactic, that you don’t 
trade the boiling pot for a sizzling 
frying pan. 

We fully endorse North’s jump to 
three no trump on “only" eight 
points. Since the two now are un- 
dervalued in the point count, the 
five-card suit headed by two honors 
is surely worth ar. extra point and 
the excellent inamiethates make 


ihe hand even more attractive, it's 
our choice. 

W«t led the two of &padw to 
Earl’s queen. Declarer, who had just 
completed a course of lessons that 
included one on hrdd-up plays, with- 
held the ace. East shifted to the king 
or hearts and declarer could not af- 
ford to win that trick either. Wheth- 
er Cast continued with a bean, or 
reverted to spades was now immate- 
rial— the defenders were bound to 
come to at leant four major-suit 
tricks and ihe king of diamonds. 

Hold-up plays ere decennary tools 
of the trade, hut cannot be employed 
indiscriminately! There were at 
least two good reasons for South to 
spurn the hold-up here. First, the 
lead of the two of spades suggest* 
the suit was going to break 4-4. Bv 
winning the ace of spades and tak- 
ing the diamond finesse, the defend- 
ers. in all probability, would not be 
able to take more thus three spades 
and one diamond should the finesse 
fail. 

Equally’ persuasive wan the fact 
that a heart shut by* the defenders 
could be al least os devastating as a 
spade cuDLintulion. So the simple 
play of winning the ace of spades 
and attacking diamonds would have 
brought home the contract. 
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Autopsy 
performed 
on Senna 


BOLOGNA. Italy (AP) — 
Doctors performed an autopsy 
Tuesday on the body of Ayrton 
Senna, as the investigation 
continued into the crash th3t 
killed the three-time Formula 
One champion. 

Senna, S4, was travelling at 
about 290 kph on the seventh 
lap of Sunday's San Marino 
Grand Prix when his Williams 
lost traction and became a 545- 
kilo missile. It slammed head- 
on into a concrete wall and 
Senna died from multiple head 
injuries. 

It was the second death in as 
many days on the Imola Track. 
During Saturday's qualilying, 
Austrian rookie driver Roland 
Ratzenberger was killed when 
his car also hit a concrete 
barrier. 

Meanwhile, the so-called 
"black box” computerised 
data-logging systems from Sen- 
na’s Williams Renault and Rat- 
zenberger’s Simtek Ford were 
being examined by their re- 
spective teams in Britain. 
Their findings will be reported 
to the sport's governing body, 
the International Auto Racing 
Federation (FIA), which has 
scheduled a top-level meeting 
in Paris Wednesday. 

“We are at this moment 
studying all data available to us 
to ascertain the cause of the 
accident,” said Williams team 
owner Frank Williams. 

A FIA safety commission 
will also investigate the Imola 
Track, alrhougb a FIA spokes- 
man reiterated that the course 
had passed-a. safety inspection 
last week. 

The Tambureilo turn on 
which Senna lost his life was 
not the first such accident at 
that turn — indeed, not even 
the first involving a Williams 
driven by a 34-year-old Formu- 
la One champion from Brazil. 

In qualifying for the 1987 
San Marino Race, Nelson Pi- 
quet escaped with a concussion 
and an injured left foot when 
his car went out of control and 
lost a wheel as it struck the 
wall. He missed the race, but 
was able to continue his career, 
winning a third Formula One 
title that season. 

Two years later, Tambureilo 
almost claimed the life of 
another illustrious driver, Au- 
stria’s Gerhared Berger, driv- 
ing for the fabled Italian team 
Ferrari, went head-first into 
the wall and the red car then 
burst into flames. His fireproof 
driver’s suit saved his life, as 
did rescue workers who got to 
him in a scant 23 seconds. 

Incredibly, Berger never lost 


consciousness despite suffering 
a fractured rib, a fractured left 


a fractured rib, a fractured left 
shoulder and burns on bis left 
hand. 
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46 competitors to participate in 


1 3th Jordan International Rally 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


Qlidl 

BnlhMQMA i 

Ayrton Senna 


AMMAN — The countdown 
for the much awaited X3th Jor- 
dan International Rally has 
already begun, and organisers 
— the Royal Automobile Gub 
of Jordan (RAC J) — have 
announced that 46 competitors 
representing 13 countries 
would be taking part. 


At a press conference held at 
rally headquarters — the Forte 
Grand Hotel — Tuesday, 
RACJ officials expressed de- 
light that the May 12-13 event 
has again brought together the 
Kingdom's top drivers in addi- 
tion to foreign competitors 
from Qatar, Lebanon, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Italy, Bel- 
gium, the Netherlands, Saudi 
Arabia, Ireland, Kuwait, 
Oman, England and Cyprus. 

“Not only has the rally reg- 
istered one of the highest num- 
ber of competitors for a long 
time, but it also represents the 
highest quality of entrants in 
the Middle East championship 
rally,” RACJ Director Derek 
Ledger told reporters. 

“We are fortunate in having 
such excellent participation,” 
be said, adding that those tak- 
ing part represent the “cream 
of rally competitors in the Mid- 
dle East and Europe.” 

The rally — one of the most 
prestigious of the Kingdom’s 
sporting events — forms one of 
the five rounds of the Middle 
East Rally Championship. The 
two-day competition will cover 
a total of 981 kilometres that 
will take participants from 
Jerasb in the north to Petra in 
the south. 


will also be taking part in his 
Lancia Delta Integrate HF, as 
will Qatar’s Naser AJ Atriya in 
a Toyota Celica GT4. 

Other top Arab teams in- 
clude the UAE’s Sheikh Suheil 
Bin Khalifa Maktoum, Leba- 
non’s Michel Saleh and Saudi 
Arabia’s Abdullah BaJcbashab. 

Action Pool, a leading Bel- 
gian media consultancy com- 
pany who acted as the Euro- 
pean representatives of the ral- 
ly have succeeded in ensuring 
the participation of top Euro- 
pean teams. They will also 
oversee the coverage of the 
event on the Eurosport prog- 
ramme, the NBC Superchan- 
nel and the Belgian national 
television. 

This year’s rally is expected 
to be more challenging and 
tough as RACJ announced 
that only group A and N 
homologated cars would be 
allowed to compete. Thus 
Jordanian drivers will have to 
put up a big effort as they face 
better equipped and more ex- 
perienced teams from the Arab 
Gulf and Europe. 


Qatar’s Sheikh Hamad Al 
Thani who won the event last 
year will be defending his title 
in his Toyota Celica GT 4. The 
well-known former Jordan 
Rally champion Mohammad 
Bin Sulayem from the UAE is 
hack again and is expected to 
be a strong contender for the 
title in his Ford Escort RS 
Cosworth. 

Italy's Franco Corradine 
who led the 1993 rally before 
be retired in the final stages 


European crews include Mit- 
subishi and Opel teams in addi- 
tion to Ireland's Richie Holfeld 
in a Ford Escort, Coen Vink of 
the Netherlands in a Subaru 
Legacy RS 4X4 Turbo, and 
former UK champion Graham 
Middelton whose co-driver will 
be Jordan's 1993 co-drivers' 
champions Faisal Sa’doun. 

Two women's teams will also 
be taking part. Lebanon’s 
Hanady Salloum and Rita 
Za’rour in a Peugeot 309 GTv 
16V, and England’s Jane Cun- 
ningham and Pauline Gullik in 
a Mazda 323 4WD. 

Thirteen competitors will 
represent the Kingdom, in- 
cluding 1993 Jordan cham- 
pionship’s runner-up Tarek 
Tabaa, third placed Ahmad 
Daood and fourth placed 

Bashar B iwfami . 


. His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein is sche- 
duled to give the start signal as 
competitors set off from the 
Roman Amphitheatre in 
downtown Amman for the first 
teg of the rally that will take 


them northwards on asphalt 
roads for a route of 341 
kilometres including 99 
kilometres of 12 special stages 
testing the skill of even the 
most seasoned competitors as 
they drive through forests and 
groves forming one of the most 
scenic parts of Jordan. 

The second teg of the rally 
will set off Friday morning 
from rally headquarters at the 
Forte Grand Hotel in Amman 
heading southwards for a 
gruelling 641 kilometre drive 
encompassing 300 kilometres 
of 11 special stages that will 
determine the eventual winner 
of the rally expected to be 
completed at 8.15 p.m. 

RAO officials seem very 
encouraged by the fact that 
Camel — one of the major 
brand names associated with 
motor sports worldwide — will 
be sponsoring the event in 1994 
and 1995. 

“Camel is a prestigious 
name in motor sports, ami we 
are very happay to be associ- 
ated with them,” noted Mr. 
Ledger. 

He also said it was very 
gratifying that a major Jorda- 
nian company is supporting 
the event referring to the fact 
that Camel, one of the main 
sponsors of the World Cham- 
pionship Formula One, is now 
being manufactured in Jordan 
by the Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarette Co. in a joint venture 
with RJ. Reynolds Tobacco 
International. 

RACJ officials are hopeful 
that the Jordan Rally will soon 
form one of the 10 rounds of 
the World Rally Championship 
and the interest shown by rep- 
resentatives from the Interna- 
tional Automobile Federation 
(FIA) following up the de- 
velopment of the Jordan rally 
throughout the years is most 
promising. 

'The Jordan International 
Rally’s reputation as the best 
rally of the Middle East is 
undisputed. We are looking 81 
the World Championship, 
which will be the pinnacle of 
our achievements,” Ledger 
noted. 

This year, FTA’s Ricardo 


Cecd of Italy, one of five 
officials who specialise in the 


wixrJd championship rallies, 
will be the official inspector of 


the rally. 

For foe first time FIA hlf 
appointed a technical delegate 
to a Middle East rally. Jaako 
MarkuJa of Finland will be ift 
charge of technical scnitiaeer- 
ing to ensure that all compet- 
ing cars comply with the stan- 
dards and regulations required 
in such an international rally. 

The committee of interna- 
tional stewards — the 
that judges all aspects of 32' 
rally and interprets the 
and regulations — will 
beaded by Wilhelm Lyd**T 
President of the Gerxo&a 
Motor Sports Federation. 
committee will also include 
Christos Kyriakides of Cyp^ 
and FIA Vice President Alec 
Dardoufas of the Automobile 
and Touring Gub of Greece 
which is responsible for the 
organising of the Acropolis 
Rally, one of the major World 
Championship events. 

RACJ officials said that the 
route of .the rally had bce n 
improved and desert tracks 
bad been cleared cooperation 
with the Ministry of Public 
Works. 


Press representatives again 
urged RACJ as well as their 
sponsors, including RoyaJ 
Jordanian, Aramex, Camel 
the Forte Grand and many 
others to support Jordanian 
drivers to enable a Jordanian 
competitor to win the event for 
the first time, especially that 
Jordan's 1993 champion Am- 
jad Fanah has announced that 
he would not be taking part in 
the international rally due to 
lack of sponsorship needed in 
such an event. 

Charles Barker, the general 
manager of the Forte Grand, 
announced that the hotel had 
undertaken the complete of 
Jordan’s Bahsar Busatmi, 
while the Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarette Company also 
announced that they would be 
presenting cash awards to the 
top four Jordanian partici- 
pants. 


Pacers sweep Orlando, advance to 2nd round 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — The 
Indiana Pacers, perennial first- 
round losers, outscored Orlan- 
do 31-14 in the fourth quarter 
Monday to complete a three- 
game sweep of the Magic and 
advance to the Second round of 
the NBA playoffs for the first 
time in franchise history. 

Reggie Milter scored eight of 
his 31 points in a 13-0 fourth- 
quarter run and Rik Smits 
added 22 points to pace the 
Pacers, who won the first two 
games in Orlando by a com- 
bined total of just three points. 

Dale Davis contributed 12 
points and 14 rebounds for the 
Pacers, who will play the win- 
ner of the Arlan ca-Miami 
series in the second round. 

“We’ll be ready for whoever 
we play,” said Miller. 

Shaqidlle O’Neal scored 23 
points and grabbed 14 re- 
bounds to lead the Magic, who 
were making their first-ever 
playoff appearance. 

Orlando led 72-68 after 
three quarters and took its 


biggest 'lead of the game at 
78-70 with 10:17 to play as they-, 
cried to stave off elimination. 

But Miller hit an 18-foot 
turnaround jumper with 7:19 
remaining to put die Pacers in 
front at 81-80 and they were off 
to the races. Miller and Vem 
Hearing each hit jumpers, then 
Milter capped the burst with a 
three-pointer to give the Pac- 
ers a 88-80 lead with 4:27 to 
play. 

O’Neal scored four straight 


off elimination in their first 
round Western Conference 
playoff series. 


Seattle, which won the first 
two games at home, leads the 
best-of-five series two games to 
one with game four in Denver 
Thursday night. 

Dikembe Mitfombo added 


19 pouits and Rodney Rogers 
dripped in 15 off the bench for 
Denver, which is making its 
first playoff appearance since 
1990. 


Detlef Schrempf scored 18 
points to leald the Sonics, who 
were seeking their first-ever 
playoff sweep. 


points to pull Orlando within 
four, but Antonio Davis block- 


ed a layup attempt by A nf ex- 
nee Hardaway, triggering an 


Children for Children charity 
carnival was a big success 


8-0 Indiana run that put the 
game away at 98-84 with 50 
seconds remaining. 

In Seattle, Reggie Williams 
saved his best game of the 
season for Denver’s do-or-die 
situation. 

Williams scored a career 
playoff-high 31 points to lead 
the Nuggets to a 110-93 thump- 
ing of the league-best Seattle 
Supeisonics as Denver staved 


Hie Amman Marriott Hotel hosted the children charity 
carnival for the benefit of the S.O.S. Children Villages of 
Jordan. 

The carnival was a youngsters gathering to help other 
children find a home, family and love at S.O.S. villages in 
Jordan and to build bridges of friendship among other 
children. 

The carnival included lots of music shows, folkoric dances, 
games and best prize for the best costume. 

With the help of participants, donors and the big crowd that 
attended, the carnival made a total of JD 4,000, all went to the 
S.O.S. children villages of Jordan. 


Friends of Archaeology 


rses at the 
logy Centre 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES 
CO LTD 


The first course in a series of archaeological courses 
will start on May 8th, 1994. This course is entitled: 


General Introduction to Archaeology in Jordan- 


announces the in v i ta tion to tender 
No. 9 F /94 


The course consists of six sessions, one and one-half 
hour pier session, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on Sundays at 
the Friends of Archaeology Centre. 

Each session is seif contained and handouts for each 
session will be provided. At the end of the course 
participants will receive a certificate (there will not be 
any exams). 

This course is designed to inspire you and acquaint 
you with the richness of Jordan’s archaeological 
heritage. We want you to learn to appreciate the 
archaeological sites and to learn more about what 
archaeologists do! 


JPMC announces the invitation to Tender No. 
9F/94 for the supply of (lubricating oils, and 
greases). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Monday 23.5.1994. Ap- 
plication for documents should be accompa- 
nied by a non-refundable fee of JD (25) for 
each set of tender documents. 


The fee for this course will be JD 25. 

For more details contact Ms. Luna Khirfan at 
the FoA Centre, telephone 696682 between 
8:30 - 2:00 


The closing date for submitting tenders is 
12:00 hours local time Monday 30th May 
1994. 


Sameh Madam 
Managing Director 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Gnema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashftn! Thuatre 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


FLATLIMERS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6;15, 8:30, 10:30 


TrossEsSe Bound 


aTllTm. ■«* .**>. 3,5. 5:00. 6:30, 8 :30. .0:30 


CONCORD T 

Silence of the Lambs 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD T 
Perfect World 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan AJ Mashini 


The political comedy play: 


“WHAT A PEACE!" 
(Al Salam Ya Salami 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 
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Egypt committee meets tomorrow 
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By ?.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Joint 
Jorcanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee is scheduled .to 
meet here Thursday and Fri- 
day fcr its first meeting in 
nearly four years after several 
postponements since early 
ims year. 

The meeting will be co- 
chaired by Prune Minister 
Abdul Selasn Majali and his 
Egyprian counterpart Atef 
Sedki and attended by ramis- 
*»k of trade and industry, 
fanning and finance from 
bcto sides. 

Dr. Sedki and tbe delega- 
tion to the meeting a re ex- 
peered to arrive here 
Wednesday afternoon, a 
spokesman 'for Che Egyptian 
embassy said. 

His ?«4ajesiy King Hussein 
is expected to receive Dr. 
Sedki. who will also formally 
convey President Hosni 
ivlccarak’s condolences to 
ihe. King over the death of 
Her Majesty Queen Zein A1 
Sharaf, ihe Queen Mother, 


who passed away last week. 

Resident Mubarak was 
among the Arab leaders who 
personally contacted King 
Hussein over the phone to 
pay condolences immediately 
after the passing away of the 
Queen Mother. 

The Council of Ministers 
was briefed Tuesday on pre- 
parations for the meeting by 
experts from both sides who 
have prepared an agenda as 
well as recommendations in 
various areas of cooperation. 

No details were im- 
mediately available on the 
recommendations for the 
two-day meeting, but officials 
have said that both sides were 
aiming to increase the 
volume of trade from the 
present JD 40 million. 

Other key issues for discus- 
sion include die status of 
Egyptian workers in Jordan, 
students from the two sides in 
each other’s universities, ex- 
pansion of tbe work of a joint 
holding company, as well as a 
review of the progr e ss of 
work on linking tbe national 
power grids of the two coun- 


tries. 

The joint committee, 
which last met in July 1990, 
was supposed to have con- 
vened in March. But the 
meeting was postponed upon 
the request of the Egyptian 
government 

The committee is supposed 
to meet once every six 
mouths alternating between 
tbe two capitals to chalk out 
cooperation programmes in 
economy, labour, energy, 
tourism, information etc. 


But the strain in relations 
resulting from the Golf crisis 
froze the meetings of the 

committee. The strain was 
healed after King Hussein 
paid a visit to Cairo and held 
talks with President Mubarak 
late last year. 


“Both sides have suffered 
from tbe absence of tbe com- 
mittee meetings,” said an 
Arab diplomat. “Hopefully 
this week's meeting will 
streamline trade and econo- 
mic relations as well as 
straighten out cooperation at 
the regional and international 


levels.” 

Another issue for discus- 
sions for the committee is the 
situation of projects related 
to the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC), which went 
into limbo after the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait The ACC grouped 
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and 
Yemen. 

The Egyptian parliament, 
upon the recommendation of 
the government, adopted a 

resolution in December to 
suspend Egypt’s membership 
in the council. 

Several Jordanian-Egyp- 
tian projects designed before 
the formation of the council 
were expanded to include 
Iraq and Yemen after tbe 
body was founded in 1989. 

In view of the dormant 
status of the council and the' 
continuing international 
sanctions against Iraq, Am- 
man and Cairo have to come 
up with measures to pursue 
pvt of the projects, some of 
them in modified forms, di- 
plomats say. 
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ows more 
to return 


By & Kordas Thebes 
S&a2f Sepcr&r 


A^IMaN — Israel has granted 
?3:=2iaK>G to 65 more Palesti- 
nian 6eportses to return to the 
ccc'jpsed territories tins week 


:c czzz Jtie yai the signing of 


tbs economy agreement with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
i?LO> oa Wednesday, 
r*.'estimc= testrees said Tees- 
Cay. 

Tas 3 orroes ssid most of the 
*'c we?? to be staunch 

"T c i ?LO Oriungn 
V c£ 2 s: Arafat's mainstream 
?£.:sh gptip and a few others 
"ere either Independent or be- 
the Palestine Peo- 
ple's Party or FIDA, the poli- 
tical group launched by PLO 
Er.esativc Committee member 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. 

“A few cr the returnees will 
ce creasbg the King Hussein 
bridge, ceruaps on Wednes- 
toy/asd' cJiers wall enter the 
Gaza Strip through the Rafah 
iroeriag from sngypL said one 
z:zncs. 

SftaSd Mzsmsr, a spokes* 
aian for tlaa PLO massaon here, 
; qjKSied as saying by tbe AP 


are expected to formalise in 
the Egyptian capital. 

Meanwhile, an unknown 
number of PLO officials en- 
tered the occupied territories 
across the King Hussein Bridge 
and the Rafah crossing on 
Tuesday to finalise prepara- 
tions for the deployment <rf the 
police force of the autonomy. 

“It is very importa nt to en- 
sure that there is a smooth 
transition of ditties and respon- 
sibilities,** said tiie source. 
However, it is highly unlikely 
that there wiD be any physical 
handover of posts or stations 
fay the Israelis to the police- 
men. 

“By tiie time the poticemen 
move, tbe Israelis will be long 
gone,” said tbe source. 

PLO officials have said that 
between 300 and 500 Palesti- 
nian poticemen, members of 
the Palestine Liberation Army 
who underwent police train- 
ing in Jordan, were poised ot 
move into Jericho as early as 
Thursday. 


Accord in g to PLO officials 
here, there are between 1,500 
and 2,000 Palestinian potice- 
men in Jordan and up to 1,000 


that 6s 35 Palestinians win F 


an*:- Sis Xing Hnsssaa Bridge 


on ^atbeaday. 

Tjsc sources ocuEd mot prc- 
vfc« a faE fee of tise 65, but 
said sbs£ all c; thsra were given 
Ii-rseS pe ra a sas an nt the Cairo 
on implementing 

'*Tbere rrs ctixer chaacris of 
-smtRcnicaticns between 
Sssss 3 and Tunis,” where the 
HX? is r-'?^dqu 2 Ttered said one 
source, la en knpfirit reference 
la easy Palestinians see 
cs ocliasni: between Israel and 
tire PLO cssare that enough 
Fateh vrvrJirss are ir. place in 
territories by tiie 
-Yre autonomy starts rherc. 

Tce 65 are tbe latest Palesti- 
nian deportees given permis- 
sion by tire Israelis to return 
hesas after the Middle East 
peace process was launched in 
Madrid in September 1991. 

They will raise to nearly 200 
toe total number of cfeportees 
— coi inducing family mem- 
bers — showed to retern borne' 
-ifter the Madrid conference. 

In addition, around 30 
Palestinians who fled the occn- 
tned territerfes to evade cap- 
lure after the intifada broke 
out ht December 19S7 have 
Else been allowed to return 


vjome. 

‘Toe process of return is 
expected to be speeded up 
after the Cairo agre eme nt is 
signed” aa Wednesday, said 
cii- source, referring to ( the 
wera Israeli Prime Minister 
Vitrrnk Rabin and Mr. Arafat 


goto the occupied t erri tories. 

"Their deployment wil? be 
gradual,** said one official. 
“The logistics of their move- 
ments have to be closely coor- 
dinated with the Israelis.” 

However, the first batch is 
expected to go in with foil 
ceremony, in a PLO bid to 
instill confidence among the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories that tiie Sept. 13 
autonomy accord is wonting. 

Israel has agreed to allow a 
9.000-strong police force to 
take charge of internal security 
in the Gam Strip and Jericho, 
the territories that come under 
autonomy in the first phase of 
the landmark Sept 13 accord 
signed in Washington. 

Tbe AFP reported from the 
occupied Gaza Strip that 1,000 
Palestinian poticemen will ar- 
rive in the occupied Gaza Strip 
Thursday after the self-role 
accord has been signed. Tbe 
contingent, currently based at 
El Arish in the Sinai Peninsula, 
will enter the strip from Egypt 
via the Rafah border crossing. 

Earlier on Thursday 11 
Senior PLA officers will arrive 
in Gaza from Egypt, They win 
join General Zuid Aref and 
Farook Amin in a 13-strong 
Palestinian liaison troop doe 
to arrange the security transfer 
with the Israeli army. 

Mr. An)fo was the higbest- 
ranking Palestinian in the 
Israeli police force before he 
resigned in 1988 foUowisg tiie 
start of the intifada. 


Israel pressed to negotiate 
nuclear arms in Doha talks 


DOHA (Agencies) — Israel 
came under pressure on Tues- 
day to accept negotiation on 
tbe future of its nuclear 
weapons as part of confidence- 
bmuang measures to lessen fu- 
ture military tensions in the 
Middle East. 

On the eve of the signing of 
a key agreement in Cairo on a 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
in Gaza and Jericho, the Jew- 
ish state was warned by Arabs 
that its nuclear pr ogr amme 
may eve ntu ally torpedo any 
hard-won peats with its neigh- 
bours, 

Qatar delighted Israelis by 
letting them into the country 
for tbe first time for arms 
control talks and dangled the 
carrot of lucrative Gmf busi- 
ness when it talked to them 
earlier of a future gas pipeline. 

It told them on Tuesday that 
their nuclear arms were a 
threat not just to peace in the 
region but to the world. 

“We demand tfat all states of 
the region adhere to tbe treaty 
on tbe non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons, while sub- 
mitting their nuclear installa- 
tions... for inspection,” Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheikh . 
Hamad Ben Jassem AI Thani 
said. 


He was opening a three-day 
conference on arms control to 
prepare for a conflict-free Mid- 
dle East. 

Conference sources said as 
the talks opened Israel re- 
mained reluctant to bring its 
nuclear programme into the 
negotiations spawned by the 
1991 Madrid peace conference. 

The Jewish state does not 
openly admit that it owns ato- 
mic arms but has so far failed 
to sign tiie Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and refused to open its 
facilities to international in- 
spectors. 


The sources said it was 
arguing that weapons of mass 
destruction such as nuclear, 
chemi c al and biological arms, 
should not be etisewsed in the 
absence from tbe negotiations 
of major regional players Eke 
Syria, bran and Iraq. 


“Some issues are too early to 
be discussed because not all 
tbe states in die region are 
involved in the process,” Yossi 
Drazmn of Che Israeli defence 
ministry told Rentas. 

More than 40 states, includ- 
ing Israel and most Arab coun- 
tries, were taking part in the 
multilateral talks. 


Israel tightens ‘open- fire’ 


orders in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli sok&era 
have been given new orders 
not to shoot at Palestinians 
unless they are in “real dan- 
ger” and to let them celebrate 
freely after Wednesday’s sign- 
ing of the autonomy deal, an 
army spokesman said. 

However, the army intends 
to cut off the mam roads into 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to p rev ent Jewish settlers from 
protesting against the launch of 
setf-rule. 

Central region commander 
General Dan Biran has instrac- 
tied units in the occupied terri- 
tories not to use five bullets 
“ ex ce p t in cases where a real 
and obvious danger exists.” 

“We are entering a compli- 
cated and se n si t i ve period,” 
tbe spokesman said. 

“We have to avoid en- 
dangering die fives of the local 
people, Jews and Arabs. 

“Joyous celebr a tions and de- 
monstrations have to be 
allowed but only inside locali- 
ties or settlements and not on 
main roads.” 

The use of rubber bullets 
and tear-gas was still autho- 
rised. 

However, troops captured 
two Palestinians from Fateh in 


Nablus on Tuesday. 

Ten Jewish settlers were 
arrested and three hurt during 
protests around Jericho, which 
is set to become an auton- 
omous Palestinian enclave, 
police said. 

Demonstrators torched tyres 
and halted traffic outside two 
settlements on tbe main Jordan 
Valley road north of Jericho. 

“Rabin resign," chanted set- 
tiers who sat down in the mid- 
dle of the road. 

Police dragged 10 of them 
away, indudtng a rabbi, while 
three were lightly hurt in scuf- 
fles. 

One of tbe organisers, 
Avihel Israeli, said the demon- 
stration was intended “to stop 
Rabin from surrendering to 
Yasser Arafat.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat have still to 
agree on tiie size of the Jericho 
enclave although the signing 
ce rem o n y for an accord to 
launch aut onomy is scheduled 
for Wednesday. 

“For ns every square 
kilometre of the Jordan valley 
is precious because our safety 
depends on it,” Mr. Israeli 
said. 


Mediators in south amid 


mounting tension in Yemen 


ADEN (Agencies) — A team 
of Arab, American and French 
military officials arrived here 
Tuesday in a. last-ditch effort to 
separate rival northern and 
southern troops and prevent 
Yemen from sliding towards 
oyA war. 

They arrived after an appeal 
by U.S. President Bill Clinton 
for an end to tbe feud between 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and southern Vice-President 
Ali Salem Al Beidh. 

The .quarrel has brought the 
Arabian peninsula's most 
populous country and first 
multi-party democracy to the 
brink of civil war. 

Tbe mediating team arrived 
in Aden as a military source in 
Sanaa said a southern Yemeni 
military aircraft has been shot 


down by rival northern troops 
stationed in tbe south. 

Tbe MiG-21 fighter , ‘was 
shot down by ground fire on 
Monday evening when a group 
of (southern) planes tried to 
carry out provocative sorties 
over the camp of the (north- 
ern) second armoured brigade 
at Al Raha in Lafaj,” the 
source told Reuters. 

Mr. Beidh accused President 
Saleh of planning to ancle 
southern army units. 

Northern “troops are being 
deployed and reinforcements 
are on the move to circle some 
(southern) military units” sta- 
tioned in the north, Mr. Beidh 
told mediators late Monday in 
Aden. 

Former North and South 
Yemen united in May 1990. 


the 

riv- 


60 

as 


Although their annies were 
never merged, several units 
were switched over to opposite 
sides of the former border. 

Mr. Beidh condemned 
fighting last week between 
al troops in Amran, 
kilometres north of Sanaa, 

“a crime and high treason 
The dashes left 79 dead and 
119 wounded, according 
official northern figures. 

The so-called joint military 
commission, led by northern 
Colonel Ali Saleh, indudes 
northern and southern officers, 
defence advisers from Jordan 
and Oman, arid American and 
French military attaches. 

On Monday it persuaded 
northern troops to lift their 
six-day* siege of remnants o f 
tbe southern third brigade 


Self-rule deal draws mixed 
reactions in Jordan street 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Mixed feelings 
characterised Palestinians' 
and Jordanians’ reaction on 
Tuesday towards the signing 
of the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement on autonomy for 
tiie occupied Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

The signing ceremony, 
scheduled to take {dace today 
in Egypt, appeared to have 
stirred powerful emotions in 
people. 

; “This is a major step for 
* us. It’s the beginning of a 
1 thorny path that we have to 
take. Desoite all difficulties 
that lie ahead I think it is the 
that Ee ahead I drink it is tiie 
but anxious as I do not want 
our achievements to end just 
here,” said Iman Amer, a 
Pales tinian housewife. 

Israel and tiie PLO will 
sign the agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule after 
over six months of negotia- 
tions. Tbe autonomy accord 
would “give the Palestinian 
people for tiie first time the 
right to have a hand in its 
own destiny on its own terri- 
tory," says the declaration of 
principles Israel and the PLO 
signed on Sept. 13. 

Under the declaration of 
principles, Palestinians in the 
occupied territories wifi have 
autonomy for five years, 
pending the results of perma- 
nent status negotiations 
slated to begin not later than 


tbe third year. 

Ibrahim Quba’a, member 
.of the Palestine Central 
Council, described the sign- 
ing of tiie accord as the begin- 
ning of yet many more 
celebrations to come. 

“It is the birth of a new 
Palestinian era and the death 
of an old Zionist one,” Mr. 
Quba’a said, adding that the 
new Palestinian entity “will 
be a model of democracy and 
progress in the 21st century.” 

He added that the timing 
of the signing of the Cairo 
agreement coincides with tiie 
victory of Nelson Mandela in 
South Africa in elections af- 
ter years of oppression. He 
drew symbohc finks between 
die end of the apartheid m 
South Africa and the “first 
step towards total independ- 
ence for Palestinians.” 

Deputy Ali Abul Ragheb. 
told the Jordan Times that he 
was not comfortable with the 
“ambiguity” of the agree- 
ment which be said was “not 
up to my expectations” as 
information about many 
issues involved is being with- 
held. Mr. Abul Ragheb also 
expressed disappointment at 
the lack of coordination be- 
tween Jordan and the PLO. 

He said the Palestinians 
should focus more on benefit- 
ting from the international 
support offered to them and 
described the agreement as 
“too fast with too little 
accomplishments.” 

A. former government offi- 
cial who asked not to be 
named said: “We are going to 


witness the emergence of yet 
another Arab bureaucracy 
across our borders.” He de- 
scribed the PLO leadership's 
style of handling decision- 
making as a “one-man rule 
syndrome which characte- 
rises the nature of the peace 
talks and the signing of the 
self-rule agreement.” 

According to the former 
official, the process did not 
include representation of all 
Palestinian sectors. 

“This is indicative of tbe 
nature of the ruling author- 
ities in Gaza and Jericho once 
self-rale is established,” the 
former official asserted. 

Rana Jabi, a student at the 
University of Jordan, said 
that she was very pessimistic 
about the shape of the future 
of the Palestinians. 

“Despite what they say ab- 
out this being our last chance 
for peace, I do not believe 
that we are well-equipped to 
deal with the situation in a 
positive manner,’ 1 said Ms. 
Jabi, adding that the whole 
peace process was nothing 
but a “bundle of conces- 


sions. 

Sawsan Shunnar, a Palesti- 
nian human rights activist, 
said there are “uncertainties 
and no solid grounds” in tiie 
agreement. 

“I have a gut feeling that 
things will not work the way 
we want them to,” Ms. Shun- 
nar said. “All signs indicate 
that the peace progress is 
moving in a direction that is 
not in Palestinians' best in- 
terests.” 


Syria: 


(Cantoned ban page 1) 

said towns and villages des- 
troyed by Israel would need to 
be rebuilt. 

Mr. Assad’s proposal was a 
response to an Israeli package, 
carried to Damascus by Mr. 
Christopher last Saturday, that 
offered a phased, partial Israeli 
pullout. 

The package did not meet 
Mr. Assad's demand for total 
return of tbe land. But Mr. 
Assad found enough in it that 
was promising to send Mr. 
Christopher to Jerusalem with 
a counter offer. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
plans to return to the Middle 
East in mid-May to continue 
coaxing the peace process 
along. 

“It’s more detailed than it 
was before," Mr. Christopher 
said of the Syrian offer. 

Even so, Israel and Syria 
have begun laying the ground- 
work for a tote! Israeli pullout 
from the Golan Heights as part 
of a peace treaty between the 
two longtime foes. 

They are bargaining over the 
tuning of a withdrawal, secur- 
ity arrangements and uproot- 
ing of most if not all the 13,000 
Jewish settlers, diplomatic offi- 
cials disclosed Monday night. 


rdan to attend Cairo signing 
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r. senior Jordanian official 
i the Jordan Times on Mon- 
v tiat Jordan had sent a 
1 st regretting that it would 
: be able to attend tiie cere- 
my. A PLC official also 
:firmed that the orgamsa- 
e bar. received a negative 
•ly from the Kingdom, 
t was not immediately dear 
at caused the change of 
•tt between late Monday 
} Tuesday. According to 
l!-informed sources. Dr. 
jail himself was arguing for 
ordanian representation at 
ceremony, especially that 
:*.het foreign ministers from 
and the world were sche- 
?d to attend. 

ordan had intended to use 
occasion to register its 
kvin* displeasure at the low 
!i of coordination by the 


PLO with Jordan over deci- 
sions that ultimately affect vital 
Jordanian interests. 

Tbe Kingdom also believed 
that attending the meeting 
would contradict a vow to sus- 
pend its active role in Middle 
East peace negotiations until it 
finalised an agreement with 
Washington whereby inspec- 
tions of vessels heading to 
Aqaba would be conducted by 
Lloyds Register of London. 

Dr. Majali, according to the 
sources, had argued that with 
43 foreign ministers attending 
the signing ceremony “Jor- 
dan’s presence can be treated 
like that of any of these coun- 
tries.” 

According to the sources, 
the premier also believed that 
Jordan’s absence would cause 
“more embarasafinent for the 
Kingdom than would serve its 
purpose,” 


Other sources said that at 
least one other factor figured 
in the decision of the govern- 
ment to attend tbe Cairo meet- 
ing. After several delays the 
Joint Egyptian-Jordanian 
Higher Committee was sche- 
duled to begin talks here 
Thursday headed few Egyptian 
Prime Minister Atef Snaki and 
Dr. Majali. 

“If only to show good will to 
this scheduled meeting, Jordan 
probably could not have 
boycotted a ceremony hosted 
by Egypt,” a well-informed 
analyst said. 

PLO sources also said Tues- 
day that tbe organisation had 
insisted on Jordanian attend- 
ance till the time the decision 
was taken by the Cabinet and 
that the PLO would have liked 
Jordan's prime minister to be 
present at the signing cere- 
mony. 


Majali: No Aqaba arrangement yet 

(Continued from page 1) 

Tbe prime minister under- to an observer status to protest 


fined the need for ending inter- 
Arab differences and “to open 
a new chapter, particularly at 
this critical stage...” 

_ Dr. Majali said it was essen- 
tial that the Arabs assume an 
effective role in any regional 
order. 


He said features of the “new 
world .order” were not yet 
clear enough, nor are those of 
the regional Arab order. 

“The only dear thing is that . 
the United States is dominat- 
ing the world under the new 
order," he added. 

Dr. Majali said "There is no 
room under the new order for 
spectators” and emphasised 
the need for effective Arab 
input in shaping this order. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan's par- 
ticipation in the multilateral 
peace talks has been reduced 


the continued blockade of 
Aqaba port. He noted that 
multilateral talks are meant to 
address economic and social 
problems. 

On the Pales tinian-Israeli 
accord. Dr. Majali said what 
was taking place between the 
Palestinians and Israelis was an 
affair, concerning the two par- 
ties. 

“We shall accept what the 
Palestine Liberation Organis- 
tion (PLO), the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people, accepts,” 
he said.” However, we do not 
want the results of any accord 
to negatively affect us.” 

He added that Jordan had, 
hoped for greater Jordam'an- 
Palesturian coordination, given 
the unique, brotherly, historic- - 
al relations between the two 
peoples. 


Deputies rush through law 


(Ca utioned torn page I) 
tax from 10 to seven percent. 

The House will resume its 
debate of the draft law today 
amidst expectations it will 
approve most of the remain- 
ing articles in a speedy way as 
both the Financial Commit- 
tee and the government are 
on agreement over them. 

Meanwhile, the Foreign 
Affairs Committee at the 
House discussed the new en- 
try and exit procedures for 
Palestinians from die West 
Bank and Gaza with Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported that the com- 
mittee expressed satisfaction 
with the answers Mr. Ham- 
mad provided to their ques- 
tions, which dealt with the 
impact of tbe new procedures 


on Palestinians and the 
motivations behind them. 


Senate returns numicipaKties law 


Tbe Upper House of Par- 
liament, the Senate, on Tues- 
day returned a draft law on 
municipalities to the House 
after amending it to have half 
the members of the Greater 
Amman Municipal Council 
appointed by tbe govern- 
ment. 

The amended article cor- 
responds with the original 
drafting of the legislation that 
was presented by the govern- 
ment to the House during its 
first ordinary session which 
aided in May. But the House 
is expected to hold firm on its 
stand, insisting that two 
thirds of the council be 
elected- 


Israel reserves final say in deal 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli definition of security 
— a direct result of the fust 
Cairo agreement signed last 
January. 

Under the accord, the 
Palestinian police force is 
obliged to prevent Palesti- 
nian infiltrations and “terror- 
ist attacks." But the agree- 
ment does not specify 
whether it is authorised to 
detain Israeli civilians regard- ' 
less of the conditions. 

Annex II refers to "terror- 
ist” acts from source. The 
proposed security arrange- 
ments in Gaza and Jericho 
clearly stipulate that Palesti- 
nian police “will enforce spe- 
cial security measures aimed 
at preventing infiltrations 
across the delineating line or 
the introduction into the 
security perimeters if any 
arms, ammunitions or related 
equipment.” 

But the agreements do not 
allow the Palestinian police 
to prevent “terrorist” acts 
from the Israeli ride. 

According to the Rules of 
Conduct, which have sparked 
internal controversy within 
the leadership's ranks in 
Tunis, the Palestinian police 
cannot detain an Israeli re- 
gardless of the situation. 



“The police shall not de- 
tain or arrest Israelis and 
under no circumstances place 
them in custody or in pris- 
on,” tbe first item under 
Rules of Conduct states. 

Palestinian police can only 
.check Israeli pedestrian iden- 
tification cards and ask for 
car licences of Israeli-plate 
cars. 

The role of the joint pat- 
rols and joint mobile units, 
each of which will consist of 
two four-wheel vehicles, 
largely depends on the area 
of operation. 

The agreement and its 
annexes state that in areas 
controlled by Palestinians, 
the Palestinian vehicle leads 
while in other areas the 
Israeli vehicle is in charge. 

What remains unclear is 
the decisive issue of legal 
jurisdiction that will deter- 
mine the terms of reference 
u ^Palestinian police and 
the Palestinian authority 

Although Mr. Arafat and 
“pel* Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin were supposed to 
have resolved this sensitive 
tssuc, any vague agreement 
vnll mean that Israeli law will 
effectively be the main source 
of legal jurisdiction, further 
undermining the role of the 
Palestinian authority, Palesti- 
nian officials fear. 



Mrs. Clinton goes 
grocery shopping 




WASHINGTON (AP) — Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton did some 
grocery shopping Monday, 
spending $15.50 on a basket of 
staples and treats, including 
low-fat sour cream, tuna fish, 
and an exotic Mexican root, . 
■Tm just delighted to be in a ; 
store,” the first lady said at a- 
supermarket where she made a 
plea for health reform. “Even . . 
when my husband was govern- . 
nor I’d go to the store and I felt 
like a normal person and my 
daughter and I would go up 
and down the aisles and we’d 
buy things and we’d take it 
home and cook it," she said. “I 
know this sounds funny, espe- 
cially for the women in the 
audience, that you would ever 
miss going to the store, buying 
things and taking them home ' 
and cooking them. But trust 
me. you would.” she said. 
Accompanied by uleanor 4 
Holmes Norton, the District of 
Columbia's non-voting dele- 
gate to Congress. Mrs. Clinton 
spenr 10 minutes shopping in 
the huge supermarket, car- 
rving her purchases in a red 
basket. They included rice, 
beans, a plain bagel, two bis- 
cotti, a mango, the low-fat sour 
cream, a salad, a passila pep- 
per and a jicama, tbe fleshy 
root of a Mexican vine, used 
for mixtures into which Amer- ’ 
icans dip dry biscuits or veget- 
ables — usually to go with 
drinks. She took a $20 bill from 
her purse to pay fcr the purch- 
ases. 
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Reward Seads 
to 200 tips on 
vanished 
assets 


BERLIN (AP) — Offer a re- 
ward, and the tips will come 
especially if the reward is a fat 
5 million marks, equivalent to 
$3,012,000. The commission 
searching for vanished assets of 
the defunct East German 
Communist Party said Monday 
it has received more than 200 
tips since it started advertising 
tbe reward several weeks ago. 
About half the tips contain # 
very detailed information,” 
said Hans-Juergen Papier, 
head of the commission. Many 
of the tips are being taken 
seriously, including about 25 
from Switzerland. The big re- 
ward will be divided among 
those offering the most helpful 
clues. Swiss prosecutors and 
German investigators are 
working together on two cases 
to uncover about 500 million 
marks ($300 million) believed 
to have been transferred to 
Switzerland, Papier said. Since 
German unification in 1990, ’ 
authorities have failed to corral 
hundreds of millions of marks 
of east German assets that 
should have gone to the 
national treasury. The refor- 
med- successor of the Com- 
munist Party, called the Party 
for Democratic Socialism, is in 
negotiations with the commis- 
sion on handing over its assets. 

Mr. Papier said the party has 
frozen financial assets of 843 
million marks ($508 million) 
and other properties worth 
several hundred million marks. 

In addition to the missing 
assets of the ruling east Ger- 
man party, it is believed that Ji 
about 20 billion marks ($12 
billion) were lost to various 
frauds after unification, Mr. 
Papier said. 
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Beijing eases 
one-child rule 
for divorcees 




HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
“ ei J in S authorities have de- 
cided to ease China's restric- 
tive birth control policy, by 
allowing remarried couples to 
have their own child, it was 
reported Tuesday. A remar- 
ried couple can seek permis- 
sion from the Beijing Family 
Planning Committee to have 
another child even if they had 
cniidren from previous mar- 
nages, the semi-official Hong 

Kong Cmna News Service said, 
under Chinese law, each fami- 

Lh ru° nly hav< ? o”*’ 

enufl. The government has 
been very concerned to stop a 
forther explosion of the \2 
billion population. The new 
measure was adopted foiiow- 
ing a survey by the Family 
Planning Committee which' 
showed that 34 to 40 per cent 
of remarried couples want chil- 
J2 1 ^ .ti^eir own. The com- 
E5fL dec, tied to bend tbe 

S ! p 01 "* in urbaD 

areas to help remarried cou- 

d S ta,n u emotionaI ties* 
and stabilise the new family. 

rou e iri C0 E! ni ? id th€ mot 
whJ d beae . fit 2,359 couples 
93 h between ^92- 

wouW n ^ each^year 
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